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The Trump Administration’s 
First Actions in 2025

Targeting Patients, Providers, and 
Reproductive Health Care Access

In his first week in office, President Trump betrayed his campaign promises on reproductive health care, 
taking direct aim at access to abortion and birth control. He issued two executive orders and took other 
actions that roll back efforts to protect and advance access to abortion and birth control, and that threaten 
health care providers across the country.

Trump repealed two Biden-era executive orders that sought to protect and 
expand access to reproductive health care in the aftermath of the Supreme 
Court’s wrongful decision overturning people’s constitutional right to 
abortion. 

President Trump issued a new executive order to rescind the executive orders issued by President Biden 
in the immediate aftermath of the Supreme Court’s unjust decision taking away the constitutional right to 
abortion. President Biden’s orders had sought to protect access to abortion and contraception amid the 
unfolding reproductive health care crisis.

Those now-repealed orders established new initiatives and directed agencies to take a range of actions 
aimed at protecting patients and providers in the wake of losing the constitutional right to abortion. 
Trump’s order ended those efforts.

Specifically, the Trump executive order:

•	 Dismantles the Interagency Task Force on Reproductive Healthcare Access, which had been 
established to ensure a whole-of-government response to the crisis;

•	 Stops federal agency efforts, specifically by the Department of Justice, the Department of Homeland 
Security, and Federal Trade Commission, to protect patient and provider privacy and security; 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/01/enforcing-the-hyde-amendment/
https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/executive-order-14076-protecting-access-reproductive-health-care-services
https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/executive-order-14079-securing-access-reproductive-and-other-healthcare-services
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•	 Halts agency efforts to enforce anti-discrimination 
law in response to reports of people being denied 
emergency abortion care and prescription 
medication;

•	 Stops federal agency efforts to ensure individuals 
receive emergency abortion care as guaranteed by 
law;

•	 Ceases efforts to advance abortion access for 
patients enrolled in Medicaid who must travel for 
abortion care;

•	 Stops public education and awareness efforts 
about access to reproductive health care, including 
informing people about how to obtain birth control; 
and

•	 Blocks data collection, research, and analysis in 
measuring the effect of access to reproductive health 
care on maternal health outcomes and other health 
outcomes.

The Biden orders led to a range of guidance, regulations, 
and policies that have helped address the crisis facing 
the country in the wake of the Supreme Court’s unjust 
decision to overturn Roe v. Wade. Those Biden orders 
led, for example, to guidance reminding hospitals of their 
obligations to provide emergency abortion care under 
federal law and to an updated rule to bolster patient privacy 
with respect to reproductive health care data.

Trump’s action rescinding the Biden executive orders does 
not directly or immediately reverse these policies and 
guidance. But Trump’s executive order is a signal that the 
new administration will not enforce them and will likely 
soon target them for rescission or reversal. Trump’s order 
is also a directive to federal agencies that they should be 
implementing new anti-reproductive health policies. 

It is worth noting that Trump titled the executive order 
“Enforcing the Hyde Amendment.” The Hyde Amendment 
is one of the most harmful restrictions on abortion care 
passed over the last few decades. 

1	 Federal law prohibits the Department from providing abortion services at military treatment facilities, and from 
covering an abortion under TRICARE, except in cases of rape, incest, or to save the pregnant person’s life.

It denies abortion coverage to individuals enrolled in the 
federal Medicaid program and has been expanded to other 
programs as well, denying abortion coverage to a range of 
individuals who rely on federal programs, including military 
servicemembers, veterans, and federal employees. 

Not only does this Trump executive order misapply and 
misuse the Hyde Amendment, but it also exploits biases and 
unfounded assumptions about public funding for abortion 
care. This is a cynical ploy that is meant to hide Trump’s 
action to block a range of initiatives to expand reproductive 
health care. And it demonstrates that Trump intends to 
use his power to further entrench the harmful coverage 
bans that have for decades created often insurmountable 
barriers to abortion for many women across the country, 
disproportionately impacting people with low incomes, 
people of color, young people, immigrants, and people who 
live in rural communities.

The Trump administration rescinded 
critical travel and leave benefits for service 
members and their families seeking 
abortion care.

Unfortunately, the harmful policies flowing from Trump’s 
executive order began shortly after it was issued. The 
Department of Defense, under newly-appointed Secretary 
of Defense Pete Hegseth, cited the Trump executive order 
when rescinding a key policy that provides for travel 
allowances and leave for service members and dependents 
who are forced to travel off-base for abortion care they are 
denied in the military.1 The Department cited the Trump 
executive order, misapplying the Hyde Amendment and 
using Trump’s executive order to justify stripping these 
critical benefits away from service members. Rather than 
informing military families of this change, the Department 
did not issue any public notice. 

Many military installations exist in - or border - states with 
abortion bans. For decades, service members had to travel 
off base for reproductive health care. But now, given that 
states across the country have banned abortion, many 
service members now have to travel much farther to access 
the care they need. The rescission of this key policy further 
denies service members their reproductive freedom.

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cms.gov%2Ffiles%2Fdocument%2Fqso-22-22-hospitals.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Ckoconnor%40nwlc.org%7C32820b1cd9fd401f7f1108dd416f2a3b%7Cd0640ff7caaf4166a572e1abf781ae19%7C0%7C0%7C638738668927350693%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=a4%2Baxxc2k58yuwU6kifmNpBQiS4o5ktuse55KlURcl8%3D&reserved=0
https://www.hhs.gov/hipaa/for-professionals/special-topics/reproductive-health/final-rule-fact-sheet/index.html
https://nwlc.org/resource/nwlc-testimony-on-the-harm-of-the-hyde-amendment/
https://nwlc.org/resource/nwlc-testimony-on-the-harm-of-the-hyde-amendment/
https://nwlc.org/resource/nwlc-testimony-on-the-harm-of-the-hyde-amendment/
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Trump undermined global health initiatives 
by reinstating what’s known as the Global 
Gag Rule, which prohibits the U.S. from 
supporting foreign organizations that 
advocate or provide information, referrals, 
or services for abortions, even in countries 
where it’s legal.

Trump issued an executive order reinstating the Global 
Gag Rule, a harmful policy that prohibits international non-
governmental organizations that receive U.S. government 
funding from using their own money to provide information, 
referrals, or services for legal abortion or to advocate for 
access to abortion in their own country.

This policy harms the health of individuals in the poorest 
countries and leaves them without the information and 
care they need. It censors organizations who are trying to 
provide that information and care. And it renders the U.S.’s 
international family planning program ineffective.

Extensive research has documented how the Global Gag 
Rule has forced health providers to reduce staff and services 
and even shut their doors; how thousands of women lose 
their ability to get care from trusted providers; and how it 
makes abortion unsafe and more necessary.

Trump doubled down on efforts to protect 
anti-abortion extremists’ dangerous 
behavior, threatening the safety of 
reproductive health care providers and 
patients.

Trump pardoned 23 anti-abortion extremists who were 
prosecuted and convicted under the federal Freedom of 
Access to Clinic Entrances (FACE) Act, a critical civil rights 
law that makes it a federal crime to use force, the threat 
of force, or physical obstruction to injure, intimidate, 
or interfere with someone who provides or is obtaining 
reproductive health care services.

The extremists that Trump pardoned were found guilty of 
entering clinics by force, barricading clinic entrances with 
chains and bike locks, harassing patients and providers, and 
even assaulting and injuring clinic staff. 

Shortly after the pardons were announced, Trump’s 
Department of Justice announced that it would no longer 
enforce the FACE Act at all, except in “extraordinary cases” 
that present “significant aggravating factors.” 

These actions by the new administration will embolden anti-
abortion extremists who seek to intimidate, harass, threaten, 
and engage in violence against abortion providers, patients, 
and volunteers.

The Trump administration scrubbed 
agency websites of vital information about 
reproductive health care.

Within hours of taking office, the Trump administration took 
the website www.reproductiverights.gov offline entirely. The 
site was created in 2022 as part of the Biden administration’s 
response to the Supreme Court’s unjust decision to overturn 
Roe v. Wade. The site contained information on access to 
abortion and other reproductive health care, including 
where patients can find care and whether their insurance 
will cover it. 

The administration also appears to have scrubbed other 
agency websites of references to abortion. Guidelines 
regarding contraception and 20 years of H.I.V. data that 
doctors use to determine whether a pregnant person should 
be tested for the virus were pulled from the website for the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Though some 
of this information has been restored, much of it remains 
unavailable.

**********

Trump’s actions are purposeful, and aimed at targeting 
reproductive health care and those who need and provide 
it. These actions are exacerbating a climate of confusion, 
fear, and lack of safety among those who provide or 
seek abortion or other reproductive health care that will 
further deepen the public health crisis that has swept this 
country since Roe v. Wade was overturned. And they are 
undoubtedly only the first of many more to come from this 
hostile, authoritarian administration.

https://www.whitehouse.gov/fact-sheets/2025/01/fact-sheet-president-donald-j-trump-enforces-overwhelmingly-popular-demand-to-stop-taxpayer-funding-of-abortion/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/fact-sheets/2025/01/fact-sheet-president-donald-j-trump-enforces-overwhelmingly-popular-demand-to-stop-taxpayer-funding-of-abortion/
https://www.guttmacher.org/gpr/2015/06/global-gag-rule-and-fights-over-funding-unfpa-issues-wont-go-away
https://www.politico.com/news/2025/01/23/trump-pardons-abortion-clinic-protesters-00200292
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/2025/01/24/face-act-prosecutions-trump-justice-department/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/2025/01/24/face-act-prosecutions-trump-justice-department/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/government-website-offering-reproductive-health-information-goes-offline/
https://www.npr.org/sections/shots-health-news/2025/01/21/nx-s1-5269875/trump-abortion-hhs-reproductive-rights
https://www.npr.org/sections/shots-health-news/2025/01/21/nx-s1-5269875/trump-abortion-hhs-reproductive-rights
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/02/03/health/trump-gender-ideology-research.html

