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APPENDIX:  
Use the Appendix chart to find out what protections you have under an anti-SLAPP law.  
Here is a summary of each chart column in the Appendix chart:

State: Find your state or U.S. territory in this 
column.

Anti-SLAPP?: This column explains if your state 
has an anti-SLAPP law. If it does, you can click on the 
link to read the full statute.

Rights: This column explains what rights are 
protected by each state’s anti-SLAPP law.

•	� Most states’ anti-SLAPP laws only protect your 
right to petition. Petition means asking your 
government to fix a bad outcome or change 
a policy. In most states, your right to petition 
includes speaking at a government proceeding 
or talking about an issue being considered 
by a government proceeding. A government 
proceeding is a government meeting or hearing, 
such as a lawsuit, agency investigation, legislative 
hearing, school board meeting, or workers’ rights 
commission. 

•	� Some states’ anti-SLAPP laws also protect your 
right to speech, which usually means speaking in 
a public place about an “issue of public interest” 
(see Sex-Based Harassment column below 
for more). In some states, your right to speech 

can also include writing consumer reviews or 
complaints or saying something about a book, 
movie, or other work of art. 

•	� Some states’ anti-SLAPP laws also protect your 
right of free press, assembly, and association. 
Press usually means news and other media. 
Assembly and association usually mean joining  
a group of people to promote a shared interest.

Sex-Based Harassment: This column 
explains if your state’s anti-SLAPP law protects 
statements about sex-based harassment in general, 
outside of a petition to the government. In other 
words, this column explains if your state thinks 
speech about sex-based harassment is speech about 
an “issue of public interest” and thus protected by 
the anti-SLAPP law. In most states, the answer is 
unclear because the courts haven’t yet decided an 
anti-SLAPP case about sex-based harassment. In 
some states, the statute says “political” and “social” 
issues are “issues of public interest,” but many of 
their courts don’t think sex-based harassment is a 
political or social issue. In some other states, the 
statute says “health” and “safety” are “issues of 

ANTI-SLAPP LAWS  

Statutes vs. Court Cases: When Congress or 
state lawmakers write a law, that written law 
is called a statute. When a court decides a 
case, it explains how the statute applies to the 
specific facts of the case. The law is made up 
of both statutes and court cases.

Example: Let’s say your state has an anti-
SLAPP law that protects only the right to 
petition. If you spoke out about your abuser 
in a legislative hearing (petition), then the 
anti-SLAPP law would apply to your statement. 
But if you posted the same exact statement on 
social media (speech), then the anti-SLAPP  
law would not apply.

Timing: Some states may have passed or 
updated their anti-SLAPP law recently, after 
you were sued and while your lawsuit is still 
ongoing. Your abuser may argue that the new 
law doesn’t protect you because they sued you 
when the old law was in effect. Your lawyer can 
help you argue that the new law protects you 
because it also applies to lawsuits that began 
before the new law was passed but are still 
ongoing. (This is called a “retroactive” law.) 

Note: This Appendix should not be used as a 
replacement for talking with a lawyer. This is 
because many state and federal courts are still 
figuring out how to apply anti-SLAPP statutes 
to cases involving defamation and sex-based 
harassment. Some courts may have never 
even heard a case involving defamation and 
sex-based harassment before. And sometimes, 
even if a state statute seems broad, a court 
could apply it narrowly. So, it is very important 
to talk to a lawyer about your specific situation, 
your state’s laws, and trends in the courts.

public interest,” and most of their courts do think 
sex-based harassment is a health or safety issue. (In 
general, you don’t have to worry about this column 
if you spoke out about sex-based harassment in a 
statement to the government asking for help, and 
your state’s anti-SLAPP law protects the right to 
petition.)

Discovery: This column explains if discovery will 
be paused (“stayed”) during your anti-SLAPP motion. 
Most states’ anti-SLAPP laws require the court to 
pause discovery while the court decides your anti-
SLAPP motion. This is helpful because discovery can 
be very invasive, expensive, and time-consuming. 
But most states also allow the court to order limited 
discovery in certain situations, like if you or your 
abuser needs to get specific evidence to win the 
anti-SLAPP motion.

$: If You Win: This column explains whether your 
abuser will have to pay your lawyer’s fees and court 
costs (“fees and costs”) if you win your anti-SLAPP 
motion. The answer is yes in almost all states with 
an anti-SLAPP law. In a few states, the court gets to 
decide if your abuser will pay your fees and costs.

$: If You Lose: This column explains whether you 
will have to pay your abuser’s fees and costs if you 
lose your anti-SLAPP motion. In most states, this will 
only happen if the court thinks your motion was not 
serious (“frivolous”) or filed only to delay the lawsuit 
(“dilatory”). In some states, the anti-SLAPP statute 
doesn’t mention at all if you might have to pay your 
abuser, and the courts haven’t said anything yet 
either.

Appeal: This column explains whether you can 
appeal right away if you lose your anti-SLAPP 
motion. (This is called an “interlocutory appeal.”) 
The answer is yes in most states with an anti-SLAPP 
law. This is helpful because it means you don’t have 
to wait to finish the rest of the lawsuit (which can 
be invasive, expensive, and time-consuming) before 
appealing.

The chart on the following pages uses the following 
colors to describe how well each part of a state’s anti-
SLAPP law protects you:

      Good            Okay         Unclear      Not good           Bad
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STATE 	 ANTI-SLAPP?:	 RIGHTS:  What rights	 SEX-BASED HARASSMENT:	 DISCOVERY: 	 $: IF YOU WIN, will 	 $: IF YOU LOSE, will  	 APPEAL: If you lose 
	 Does this state have	 are protected by the state’s	 Does the state protect	 Is discovery paused 	 your abuser have to pay	 you have to pay your	 your motion, can you 
	 an anti-SLAPP law?	 anti-SLAPP law?	 statements about sex-based 	 (“stayed”) during	 your fees and costs?	 abuser’s fees and costs?	 appeal right away? 
			   harassment in general, outside	 the motion?							     
			   of a petition?			   	  			
				  
Alabama	 No						    
Alaska	 No						    
Amer. Samoa	 No						    
Arizona	 Yes	 The right to petition, speech, 	 Unclear. The statute does not specify, 	 Maybe. If you win the first	 Maybe. If you win your	 Maybe. If you lose your	 Maybe. If you win the 
		  press, or assembly. State 	 and courts have not yet addressed	 step of your motion, which	 motion, it’s up to the court	 motion and the court	 first step of your 
		  courts have held that the right 	 the issue.	 is showing that your abuser	 to decide whether your	 thinks your motion was not	 motion, which is 
		  to petition includes police 		  sued you to retaliate	 abuser has to pay your	 serious or only filed to	 showing that your 
		  reports.		  against you or to stop you 	 fees and costs.	 delay the lawsuit, then you	 abuser sued you to 
				    from speaking out, then 		  would have to pay your	 retaliate against you or 
				    discovery will be paused 		  abuser’s fees and costs. 	 to stop you from 
				    during the rest of your 			   speaking out, then you 
				    motion.			   can appeal right away. 	
								        All appeals are  
								        fast-tracked. 

Arkansas	 Yes	 The right to petition or speech 	 Unclear. The statute does not specify, 	 Yes. But the court may allow	 Maybe. If you win your	 Unclear. The statute	 Unclear. The statute 
		  on an issue of public interest, 	 and courts have not yet addressed 	 limited discovery if there’s a	 motion, it’s up to the court	 does not specify, and	 does not specify, and 
		  including (but not limited to) 	 the issue.	 good reason.	 to decide whether your 	 courts have not yet	 courts have not yet 
		  statements made: in a 				    abuser has to pay your fees	 addressed the issue.	 addressed the issue. 
		  government proceeding, about 				    and costs. You might also 
		  an issue being considered by 				    get extra money if you 
		  a government proceeding, 				    show your abuser sued 
		  or criticizing a government 				    you to harass, retaliate, or 
		  proceeding or official.				    stop you from speaking out.  
								      
California	 Yes	 The right to petition or speech 	 Unclear. The statute says it should	 Yes. But the court may allow	 Yes. And you can also sue	 Maybe. If you lose your	 Yes. 
		  on an issue of public interest, 	 be applied broadly, and some state	 limited discovery if there’s a	 your abuser separately for	 motion and the court thinks 
		  including (but not limited to) 	 courts have said that child sexual	 good reason.	 SLAPPing you (this is	 your motion was not serious 
		  statements made: in a 	 abuse and workplace sexual			   called a SLAPPback).	 or only filed to delay the 
		  government proceeding, about 	 harassment are issues of public				    lawsuit, then you would 
		  an issue being considered by a 	 interest because they are issues				    have to pay your abuser’s 
		  government body, or in a public 	 of health or safety. In 2016, the				    fees and costs. 
		  place about an issue of public 	 state supreme court granted a 
		  interest. Some state courts have 	 student’s motion regarding 
		  said that the right to petition 	 statements she made while 
		  includes statements made in a 	 preparing to file a Title IX 
		  police report, in a lawsuit, in 	 complaint about sexual harassment. 
		  preparation for a Title IX 	 Some state and federal courts 
		  proceeding, in preparation for a 	 have said that domestic violence 
		  government proceeding, or to 	 is an issue of public interest, but 
		  anyone who is required by law to 	 some state courts have said it’s not. 
		  investigate or report abuse to police 	 In 2019, a federal court said that 
		  or other government body (such 	 domestic violence is an issue of 
		  as a nurse). Some state courts 	 public interest, but it denied the 
		  have also said that public places 	 woman’s motion because her boss 
		  include public websites, 	 said he had not been abusive. 
		  newspapers, press conferences,  
		  and online reviews. To decide if  
		  something is an issue of public  
		  interest, state courts have asked  
		  whether the statement is about:  
		  a public figure, a widespread public  
		  debate, or conduct that could  
		  affect a large number of people.  
		  Some federal courts have applied  
		  the CA’s law in federal cases.					      

 
Note: CA has a 
separate (non-SLAPP) 
law that protects 
statements alleging 
sexual assault, 
harassment, or other 
discrimination, unless 
your abuser can show 
that you knew your 
statement was false 
or highly likely to be 
false. This law protects 
against retaliatory 
claims filed on or after 
Jan. 1, 2024.

https://www.azleg.gov/ars/12/00751.htm
https://law.justia.com/codes/arkansas/title-16/subtitle-5/chapter-63/subchapter-5/
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=425.16&lawCode=CCP
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=CIV&sectionNum=47.1
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STATE 	 ANTI-SLAPP?:	 RIGHTS:  What rights	 SEX-BASED HARASSMENT:	 DISCOVERY: 	 $: IF YOU WIN, will 	 $: IF YOU LOSE, will  	 APPEAL: If you lose 
	 Does this state have	 are protected by the state’s	 Does the state protect	 Is discovery paused 	 your abuser have to pay	 you have to pay your	 your motion, can you 
	 an anti-SLAPP law?	 anti-SLAPP law?	 statements about sex-based 	 (“stayed”) during	 your fees and costs?	 abuser’s fees and costs?	 appeal right away? 
			   harassment in general, outside	 the motion?							     
			   of a petition?			   	  			
				  

Colorado	 Yes	 The right to petition or speech 	 Unclear. The statute does not specify,	 Yes. But the court may allow	 Yes.	 Maybe. If you lose your	 Yes. 
		  on an issue of public interest, 	 and courts have not really addressed	 limited discovery if there’s a		  motion and the court thinks 
		  including (but not limited to) 	 the issue yet. In 2021, a state court	 good reason.		  your motion was not serious 
		  statements made: in a 	 denied a woman’s anti-SLAPP motion				    or only filed to delay the 
		  government proceeding, about 	 based on her ex-husband’s evidence				    lawsuit, then you would 
		  an issue being considered by a 	 that she filed a false police report of				    have to pay your abuser’s			    
		  government body, or in a public 	 domestic violence. In 2021, a				    fees and costs. 
		  place about an issue of public 	 federal court also denied a woman’s 
		  interest.	 anti-SLAPP motion because her  
			   boyfriend said she lied about  
			   sexual assault and domestic violence. 
	  
Connecticut	 Yes	 The right to petition, speech, 	 Probably. State courts have said that	 Yes. Discovery is also paused	 Yes.	 Maybe. If you lose your	 Yes. 
		  or association on an issue of 	 sexual assault, child sexual abuse, 	 during any appeal of the	  	 motion and the court thinks 
		  public concern. The right to 	 workplace sexual harassment, and	 motion. But the court may		  your motion was not serious 
		  petition means statements made 	 sexual harassment in public spaces	 allow limited  discovery if		  or only filed to delay the 
		  about an issue being considered 	 are issues of public interest because	 there’s a good reason and it’s		  lawsuit, then you would 
		  by a government body, to 	 they are related to health or safety	 relevant to your motion.		  have to pay your abuser’s 
		  encourage a government body 	 and community well-being. A state				    fees and costs. 
		  to consider an issue, or to get the 	 court also said in 2019 that CT’s law 
		  public to encourage the 	 protects good-faith reports to police, 
		  government to consider an issue. 	 even if the police ultimately close 
		  The right to speech means 	 the investigation. 
		  statements made in a public place  
		  about an issue of public concern.  
		  The right to association means  
		  statements between a group of  
		  people to promote a shared  
		  interest. An issue of public  
		  concern means an issue related  
		  to health or safety; environmental,  
		  economic, or community well- 
		  being; government, zoning, or  
		  regulatory issues; a public  
		  official or public figure; or an  
		  audiovisual work.
					   

Probably. In 2023, a state court said that 
a woman's social media posts about do-
mestic violence were an issue of public 
interest and granted her motion. In 2025, 
CO's highest court said that school Title 
IX proceedings are court-like proceed-
ings and therefore statements made in 
Title IX proceedings are protected from 
defamation and other tort liability.

The right to petition, speech, or 
association on an issue of pub-
lic concern. The right to petition 
means statements made about 
an issue being considered by a 
government body, to encourage 
a government body to consider 
an issue, or to get the public 
to encourage the government 
to consider an issue. The right 
to speech means statements 
made in a public place about an 
issue of public concern, includ-
ing written statements made 
without malice about a crime 
or about discrimination under 
the state's human rights act. 
The right to association means 
statements between a group 
of people to promote a shared 
interest. An issue of public 
concern means an issue related 
to health or safety; environmen-
tal, economic, or community 
well-being; government, zoning, 
or regulatory issues; a public 
official or public figure; or an 
audiovisual work. CT's new pro-
tections for written statements 
made without malice about a 
crime or about discrimination 
under the state's human rights 
act only apply to SLAPP claims 
filed on or after Oct. 1, 2025. 

Probably. The statute protects writ-
ten statements made without malice 
about discrimination (which includes 
sex-based harassment) even if they are 
made outside of a petition, starting on 
Oct. 1, 2025. In addition, state courts 
have said that sexual assault, child sexu-
al abuse, workplace sexual harassment, 
and sexual harassment in public spaces 
are issues of public interest because 
they are related to health or safety and 
community well-being. A state court 
also said in 2019 that CT's law protects 
good-faith reports to police, even if the 
police ultimately close the investigation.

https://law.justia.com/codes/colorado/title-13/regulation-of-actions-and-proceedings/article-20/part-11/section-13-20-1101/
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2025/ACT/PA/PDF/2025PA-00077-R00HB-07134-PA.PDF
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Delaware	 Yes	 The right to make statements	 No. You are only protected if you speak 	 Unclear. The statute does not	 Maybe. If you win your	 Unclear. The statute does	 Unclear. The statute 
		  about an applicant or holder of a	 about sex-based harassment related 	 specify, and courts have not	 motion, it’s up to the court to	 not specify, and courts have	 does not specify. One 
		  government permit, zoning 	 to a government permit, zoning	 yet addressed the issue.	 decide whether your abuser	 not yet addressed the issue. 	 state court has allowed a 
		  change, lease, license, or 	 change, lease, license, or certificate.			   has to pay your fees and		  defendant who lost their 
		  certificate.	 For example, it’s possible you might 			   costs. You might also get		  motion to appeal right 
			   be protected if you report your abuser 			   extra money if you show		  away. 
			   to stop them from getting a state 			   your abuser sued you to 
			   license to be a therapist.			   harass, retaliate, or stop  
						      you from speaking out.		

District of 
Columbia	 Yes	 The right to advocate on an issue 	 Probably. DC’s highest court said in	 No. In 2023, DC's highest	 Probably. The statute says	 Maybe. If you lose your	 Yes. The statute does 	
		  of public interest, which means:	 2022 that workplace sexual	 court struck down a part 	 it’s up to the court to decide.	 motion, and the court thinks 	not specify, but DC’s 
		  statements made about an issue 	 harassment is an issue of public	 of the statute that had	 But DC’s highest court said	 your motion was not serious	 highest court said in 
		  being considered by a government	 interest because it is related to	 required courts to pause	 in 2016 that if you win, it’s	 or only filed to delay the	 2016 that if you lose a  
		  body, statements made in a public	 health or safety and community	 discovery during an anti-	 assumed your abuser will pay	 lawsuit, and it wants to make	 motion, you can appeal  
		  place about an issue of public	 well-being. 	 SLAPP motion.	 your fees and costs unless	 you pay your abuser’s fees	 right away. 
		  interest, or any other expressive 				    there are special	 and costs, then you would 
		  conduct to petition the government 				   circumstances that	 have to pay your abuser’s 
		  or talk to the public about an issue 				   would make it unfair.	 fees and costs. 
		  of public interest. An issue of  
		  public interest means an issue  
		  related to health or safety;  
		  environmental, economic, or  
		  community well-being; the DC  
		  government; a public figure; or a  
		  good, product, or service in the  
		  marketplace. A federal appellate  
		  court has said that DC’s law does  
		  not apply in federal cases.
					   

Florida	 Yes	 The right to speech on a public	 Unclear. The statute does not	 Unclear. The statute does	 Yes. 	 Yes.	 Unclear. The statute 
		  issue, assembly, or petition. Free	 specify, and courts have not	 not specify. One state court			   does not specify, and 
		  speech related to a public issue	 yet addressed the issue.	 has granted a defendant’s			   courts have decided 	
		  means a statement made: to a 		  request to pause discovery.			   both ways on the issue. 
		  government body about an issue  
		  it is considering; or in or about a  
		  play, movie, TV show, radio  
		  broadcast, audiovisual work, book,  
		  magazine article, musical work,  
		  news report, or other similar work.	
				     
Georgia	 Yes	 The right to petition or speech on	 Unclear. The statute says it 	 Yes. But the court may allow	 Yes.	 Maybe. If you lose your	 Yes. 
		  an issue of public interest, 	 should be applied broadly. In general, 	 limited discovery if there’s a		  motion and the court thinks 
		  including (but not limited to)	 state courts look at whether the	 good reason. And if your		  your motion was not serious  
		  statements made: in a government	 statement affects a large number	 abuser is a public figure, then		  or only filed to delay the  
		  proceeding, about an issue being	 of people. A state court said	 they can have limited 		  lawsuit, then you would 
		  considered by a government	 in 2022 that sex-based harassment	 discovery on whether you		  have to pay your abuser’s  
		  proceeding, or in a public place	 is not an issue of public interest	 made your statements with		  fees and costs.  
		  about an issue of public interest. 	 when it only involves the victim	 actual malice. 

STATE 	 ANTI-SLAPP?:	 RIGHTS:  What rights	 SEX-BASED HARASSMENT:	 DISCOVERY: 	 $: IF YOU WIN, will 	 $: IF YOU LOSE, will  	 APPEAL: If you lose 
	 Does this state have	 are protected by the state’s	 Does the state protect	 Is discovery paused 	 your abuser have to pay	 you have to pay your	 your motion, can you 
	 an anti-SLAPP law?	 anti-SLAPP law?	 statements about sex-based 	 (“stayed”) during	 your fees and costs?	 abuser’s fees and costs?	 appeal right away? 
			   harassment in general, outside	 the motion?							     
			   of a petition?			   	  			
				  

The right to make statements 
about an applicant or holder of 
a government permit, zoning 
change, lease, license, or certif-
icate.

No. You are only protected if you speak 
about sex-based harassment related to 
a government permit, zoning change, 
lease, license, or certificate. For exam-
ple, it's possible you might be protected 
if you report your abuser to stop them 
from getting a state license to be a ther-
apist.

Unclear. The statute does not speci-
fy, and courts have not yet addressed 
the issue.

Unclear. The statute does 
not specify, and courts 
have not yet addressed the 
issue.

Unclear. The statute 
does not specify. One 
state court has allowed 
a defendant who lost 
their motion to appeal 
right away.

The right to advocate on an issue 
of public interest, which means: 
statements made about an issue 
being considered by a govern-
ment body, statements made 
in a public place about an issue 
of public interest, or any other 
expressive conduct to petition the 
government or talk to the public 
about an issue of public interest. 
An issue of public interest means 
an issue related to health or 
safety; environmental, economic, 
or community well-being; the DC 
government; a public figure; or a 
good, product, or service in the 
marketplace. A federal appellate 
court has said that DC's law does 
not apply in federal cases.

Yes. But the court may allow limited 
discovery if it is needed to help your 
abuser win the motion.  
 
Note: DC's highest court struck down 
this discovery-limiting provision in 
2023 and then reinstated it in 2024 
while the court re-decides the case 
(still pending).

Maybe. If you lose your 
motion, and the court 
thinks your motion was 
not serious or only filed 
to delay the lawsuit, and 
it wants to make you pay 
your abuser's fees and 
costs, then you would have 
to pay your abuser's fees 
and costs.

Yes. The statute does 
not specify, but DC's 
highest court said in 
2016 that if you lose a 
motion, you can appeal 
right away.

Unclear. The statute does not spec-
ify. In 2025, a state court said that 
courts have the power to decide if 
they want to pause discovery during 
an anti-SLAPP motion.

Yes. Yes. The statute does 
not specify, but the 
state's highest court 
updated its appeal 
rules in 2025 so that 
you can appeal right 
away if you lose your 
anti-SLAPP motion.

The right to petition or speech 
on an issue of public interest, 
including (but not limited to) 
statements made: in a govern-
ment proceeding, about an 
issue being considered by a 
government proceeding, or in 
a public place about an issue of 
public interest. A federal appel-
late court has said that GA's law 
does not apply in federal cases.

Unclear. The statute says it should be 
applied broadly. In general, state courts 
look at whether the statement affects a 
large number of people. A state court 
said in 2022 that sex-based harassment 
is not an issue of public interest when it 
only involves the victim and harasser.

Yes. But the court may allow limited 
discovery if there's a good reason. 
And if your abuser is a public figure, 
then they can have limited discovery 
on whether you made your state-
ments with actual malice.

Maybe. If you lose your 
motion and the court 
thinks your motion was 
not serious or only filed to 
delay the lawsuit, then you 
would have to pay your 
abuser's fees and costs.

Yes.

Yes.

Yes.

Note: The DE legis-
lature passed a new 
anti-SLAPP law that, if 
approved by the gover-
nor, would provide the 
same protections as 
Hawaii's law. 

https://delcode.delaware.gov/title10/c081/#8136
https://code.dccouncil.gov/us/dc/council/code/titles/16/chapters/55
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=0700-0799/0768/Sections/0768.295.html
https://law.justia.com/codes/georgia/title-9/chapter-11/article-3/section-9-11-11-1/
https://legis.delaware.gov/BillDetail?LegislationId=142002
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STATE 	 ANTI-SLAPP?:	 RIGHTS:  What rights	 SEX-BASED HARASSMENT:	 DISCOVERY: 	 $: IF YOU WIN, will 	 $: IF YOU LOSE, will  	 APPEAL: If you lose 
	 Does this state have	 are protected by the state’s	 Does the state protect	 Is discovery paused 	 your abuser have to pay	 you have to pay your	 your motion, can you 
	 an anti-SLAPP law?	 anti-SLAPP law?	 statements about sex-based 	 (“stayed”) during	 your fees and costs?	 abuser’s fees and costs?	 appeal right away? 
			   harassment in general, outside	 the motion?							     
			   of a petition?			   	  			
				  
		  federal cases.
	  				  
Guam	 Yes	 The right to petition, including to	 No. You are only protected if you	 Yes. Discovery is also paused	 Yes. The court could also	 Unclear. The statute does	 Yes. The appeal will also 
		  inform, get help from, change	 speak about sex-based 	 during any appeal of the	 punish your abuser to	 not specify, and courts have	 be fast-tracked. 
		  policy, or participate in the 	 harassment in a petition.	 motion.	 prevent other abusers from	 not yet addressed the issue. 
		  process of government.		   		  filing similar SLAPPs in the  
						      future. And you can also  
						      sue your abuser separately  
						      for SLAPPing you (this is  
						      called a SLAPPback).		

Hawai'i	 Yes	 The right to speech, press, 	 Unclear. The statute says it should be	 Yes. Discovery is also paused	 Yes.	 Maybe. If you lose your  	 Yes.	 		
		  assembly, petition, or association	 applied broadly and consistent with	 during any appeal of the		  motion and the court thinks	  
		  on an issue of public concern,	 other states that have passed the	 motion. But the court may		  your motion was not serious			    		
		  which includes communications	 uniform law. But courts have not	 allow limited discovery if it is		  or only filed to delay the	   
		  made in a government proceeding	 yet addressed the issue. 	 needed to help you or your		  lawsuit, then you would 	  
		  or about an issue being 		  abuser win the motion.		  have to pay your abuser’s 
		  considered by a government 					     fees and costs. 
		  proceeding.
					   

Idaho	 Yes
						    

Illinois	 Yes	 The right to petition, speech, 	 Unclear. The statute says it should	 Yes. But the court may allow	 Yes.	 Unclear. The statute does	 Yes. The appeal will also 
		  association, or other participation	 be applied broadly. But in 2013, 	 limited discovery on whether		  not specify, and courts have	 be fast-tracked. 
		  in government, unless you	 a state court denied a woman’s	 you were exercising your right		  not yet addressed the issue.	   
		  weren’t actually trying to get a	 motion because her abusers sued	 to petition, speech, association,  
		  government or election outcome. 	her for defamation 2+ years	 or other participation in 
		  The state supreme court added	 after she sued them for sexual	 government.  
		  that you also have to show your	 assault (instead of right after she  
		  harasser sued you solely to stop 	 sued them) and because the 
		  you from speaking out.	 issue was sexual assault (not  
			   something like real estate zoning).  
			   State courts have also denied 			 

The right to petition, includ-
ing to inform, get help from, 
change policy, or participate in 
the process of government.

No. You are only protected if you speak 
about sex-based harassment in a peti-
tion.

Yes. Discovery is also paused during 
any appeal of the motion.

Yes. The court could also 
punish your abuser to pre-
vent other abusers from 
filing similar SLAPPs in the 
future. And you can also 
sue your abuser separate-
ly for SLAPPing you (this is 
called a SLAPPback).

Unclear. The statute does 
not specify, and courts 
have not yet addressed the 
issue.

The right to speech, press, as-
sembly, petition, or association 
on an issue of public concern, 
which includes communications 
made in a government pro-
ceeding or about an issue being 
considered by a government 
proceeding.

Yes. Discovery is also paused during 
any appeal of the motion. But the 
court may allow limited discovery if it 
is needed to help you or your abuser 
win the motion.

Maybe. If you lose your 
motion and the court 
thinks your motion was 
not serious or only filed to 
delay the lawsuit, then you 
would have to pay your 
abuser's fees and costs.

The right to speech, press, as-
sembly, petition, or association 
on an issue of public concern, 
which includes communica-
tions made in a government 
proceeding or about an issue 
being considered by a govern-
ment proceeding. ID's new law 
applies to SLAPP claims made 
on or after Jan. 1, 2026.

Unclear. The statute says it should be ap-
plied broadly and consistent with other 
states that have passed the uniform law. 
But courts have not yet addressed the 
issue.

Yes. Discovery is also paused during 
any appeal of the motion. But the 
court may allow limited discovery if it 
is needed to help you or your abuser 
win the motion.

Yes.

Yes. And you can win your 
motion even if your abus-
er dismisses their claim 
against you.

Maybe. If you lose your 
motion and the court 
thinks your motion was 
not serious or only filed to 
delay the lawsuit, then you 
would have to pay your 
abuser's fees and costs.

Yes.

Unclear. The statute says it should be 
applied broadly. But in 2013, a state court 
denied a woman's motion because her 
abusers sued her for defamation 2+ years 
after she sued them for sexual assault 
(instead of right after she sued them) and 
because the issue was sexual assault (not 
something like real estate zoning). State 
courts have also denied motions by vic-
tims of school and workplace abuse be-
cause the courts said their abusers sued 
to protect their reputation, not solely to 
stop the victims from speaking out.

Yes. But the court may allow limited 
discovery on whether you were exer-
cising your right to petition, speech, 
association, or other participation in 
government.

Unclear. The statute does 
not specify, and courts 
have not yet addressed the 
issue.

Yes. The appeal will 
also be fast-tracked.

https://law.justia.com/codes/guam/title-7/division-2/chapter-17/
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/hrscurrent/Vol13_Ch0601-0676/HRS0634G/HRS_0634G-.htm
https://legislature.idaho.gov/wp-content/uploads/sessioninfo/2025/legislation/S1001.pdf
https://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs3.asp?ActID=2937&ChapterID=56
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Indiana	 Yes	 The right to petition or speech	 Unclear. The statute does	 Unclear. The statute says yes,  	Yes. State courts have also	 Maybe. If you lose your	 Maybe. The statute does 
		  on an issue of public interest. 	 not specify, and courts have	 and that the court may allow	 said that your abuser has	 motion and the court thinks	 not specify, but some 	
		  State courts have said speech	 not yet addressed the issue.  	 limited discovery if it is relevant	 to pay your fees and costs	 your motion was not serious	 state courts have 
		  includes media coverage. The	 A court might decide that sex-based	 to your motion. But a federal	 even if your insurer has	 or only filed to delay the	 allowed defendants who  
		  state supreme court has said an	 harassment is generally an issue	 court said in 2010 that IN’s law	 already paid them. 	 lawsuit, then you would	 lost their motions to 
		  issue of public interest is about	 of public interest because it is a	 treats an anti-SLAPP motion		  have to pay your abuser’s 	 appeal right away. 
		  any political, social, or other 	 political, social, or other concern	 as a motion for summary		  fees and costs. 
		  concern to the community. Other	 to the community and could	 judgment, which means  
		  state courts have asked whether 	 affect a large number of people.	 discovery is required. 
		  the statement is about: a public	 Or, it could decide that an incident  
		  figure, a widespread public debate,	 between 2 people does not affect  
		  or conduct that could affect a large	 a large number of people.  
		  number of people. A state court  
		  has also said that you need to show  
		  your abuser sued you mainly to  
		  stop you from speaking out.  
		  Federal courts have said IN’s law 		  applies in federal cas					   

Iowa	 Yes
						    

Kansas	 Yes	 The right to petition, speech, or	 Probably. The statute says it should	 Yes. Discovery is also paused	 Yes. The court could also	 Maybe. If you lose your 	 Yes. 
		  association on an issue of public	 be applied broadly. A state court	 during any appeal of the	 order your abuser to pay	 motion and the court  
		  interest. Petition means a	 said in 2021 that emails between	 motion. But the court may	 you extra money to prevent	 thinks your motion was  
		  communication: in or about a	 school officials about a student	 allow limited discovery if 	 other abusers from filing	 not serious or only filed 
		  government proceeding, a	 stalker were about an issue of	 there’s a good reason and	 similar SLAPPs against their	 to delay the lawsuit, then  
		  proceeding of a publicly funded	 public interest because they	 it’s relevant to your motion. 	 victims.	 you would have to pay your 
		  school or university board, or a	 were related to health or safety				    abuser’s fees and costs.  
		  public meeting with a public	 and community well-being.  
		  purpose; about an issue being  
		  considered by a government  
		  proceeding; to encourage a  
		  government proceeding to  
		  consider an issue; or to get the  
		  ublic to encourage the government  
		  to consider an issue. Speech means  
		  a communication about an issue  
		  of public interest. Association  
		  means a communication between  
		  a group of people to promote a  
		  shared interest. Communication  

The right to petition or speech on an 
issue of public interest. State courts 
have said speech includes media 
coverage. The state supreme court 
has said an issue of public interest is 
about any political, social, or other 
concern to the community. Other 
state courts have asked whether 
the statement is about: a public 
figure, a widespread public debate, 
or conduct that could affect a large 
number of people. A state court has 
also said that you need to show your 
abuser sued you mainly to stop you 
from speaking out. Federal courts 
have said IN's law applies in federal 
cases.

Unclear. The statute does not speci-
fy, and courts have not yet addressed 
the issue. A court might decide that 
sex-based harassment is generally an 
issue of public interest because it is 
a political, social, or other concern 
to the community and could affect a 
large number of people. Or, it could 
decide that an incident between 2 
people does not affect a large num-
ber of people.

Unclear. The statute says yes, and 
that the court may allow limited 
discovery if it is relevant to your 
motion. In 2024, a state court agreed 
with the statute. But a federal court 
said in 2010 that IN's law treats an 
anti-SLAPP motion as a motion for 
summary judgment, which means 
discovery is required in federal cases.

Maybe. The statute 
does not specify, but 
some state courts have 
allowed defendants 
who lost their motions 
to appeal right away.

The right to speech, press, assem-
bly, petition, or association on an 
issue of public concern, which 
includes communications made in a 
government proceeding or about an 
issue being considered by a gov-
ernment proceeding. IA's new law 
applies to SLAPP claims filed on or 
after July 1, 2025.

Unclear. The statute says it should 
be applied broadly and consistent 
with other states that have passed 
the uniform law. But courts have not 
yet addressed the issue.

Yes. Discovery is also paused during 
any appeal of the motion. But the 
court may allow limited discovery if it 
is needed to help you or your abuser 
win the motion.

Yes. And you can win your 
motion even if your abus-
er dismisses their claim 
against you.

Maybe. If you lose your 
motion and the court 
thinks your motion was 
not serious or only filed to 
delay the lawsuit, then you 
would have to pay your 
abuser's fees and costs.

Yes.

The right to petition, speech, or asso-
ciation on an issue of public interest. 
Petition means a communication: in 
or about a government proceeding, 
a proceeding of a publicly funded 
school or university board, or a pub-
lic meeting with a public purpose; 
about an issue being considered by 
a government proceeding; to en-
courage a government proceeding 
to consider an issue; or to get the 
public to encourage the government 
to consider an issue. Speech means 
a communication about an issue of 
public interest. Association means a 
communication between a group of 
people to promote a shared interest. 
Communication means an oral, visual, 
written, electronic, or other statement 
or document. An issue of public inter-
est means an issue related to health 
or safety; environmental, economic, 
or community well-being; the gov-
ernment; a public official or public 
figure; or a good, product, or service 
in the marketplace. A federal district 
court has said that KS's law applies in 
federal cases.

Probably. The statute says it should 
be applied broadly. A state court said 
in 2021 that emails between school 
officials about a student stalker were 
about an issue of public interest be-
cause they were related to health or 
safety and community well-being.

Yes. Discovery is also paused during 
any appeal of the motion. But the 
court may allow limited discovery if 
there's a good reason and it's rele-
vant to your motion.

Yes.Yes. The court could  The court could 
also order your abuser also order your abuser 
to pay you extra money to pay you extra money 
to prevent other abusers to prevent other abusers 
from filing similar SLAPPs from filing similar SLAPPs 
against their victims.against their victims.

Maybe. If you lose your 
motion and the court 
thinks your motion was 
not serious or only filed to 
delay the lawsuit, then you 
would have to pay your 
abuser's fees and costs.

Yes.

https://iga.in.gov/laws/2024/ic/titles/34#34-7-7-1
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ga=91&ba=HF472
https://www.ksrevisor.gov/statutes/chapters/ch60/060_053_0020.html
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Kentucky	 Yes	

	

		

		  ar. The statute does not	 Yes. Discovery is also paused	 Yes.	 Maybe. If you lose your	 Yes. 
		  assembly, petition, or association	 specify, and courts have not	 during any appeal of the		  motion and the court thinks  
		  on an issue of public concern,	 yet addressed the issue. A	 motion. But the court may		  you filed your motion  
		  including communications made:	 court might decide that 	 allow limited discovery if it		  without a good reason, 

					   
Louisiana	 Yes	 The right to petition or speech on	 Unclear. The statute does not 	 Yes. But the court may allow	 Yes.	 Unclear. The statute does	 Unclear. The statute		
		  a public issue, including (but not	 specify, and courts have not yet	 limited discovery if there’s 		  not specify, and courts	 does not specify, and 
		  limited to) statements made: in a	 addressed the issue. A court 	 a good reason.		  have not yet addressed	 courts have not yet 
		  government proceeding, about an	 might decide that sex-based 				    the issue.	 addressed the issue. 
		  issue being considered by a 	 harassment is generally an issue 
		  government proceeding, or in a	 of public interest because it is an  
		  public place about an issue of 	 issue of political, social, or other 
		  public interest. The state supreme	 concern to the community.  
		  court has said an issue of public  
		  interest is about any political,  
		  social, or other concern to the  
		  community. State courts have  
		  also said an issue of public interest  
		  can involve actions between  
		  private people and includes media  
		  coverage of police reports and  
		  investigations.
					   

The right to speech, press, as-
sembly, petition, or association 
on an issue of public concern, 
including communications 
made: in a government pro-
ceeding; about an issue being 
considered by a government 
proceeding; in a consumer 
complaint or review; or publicly 
or privately about a dramatic, 
literary, musical, political, jour-
nalistic, audiovisual, film, televi-
sion, radio, newspaper, website, 
magazine, or other artistic work. 
An issue of public concern 
means an issue related to a pub-
lic official or public figure; an 
issue of political, social, or other 
interest to the community; or an 
issue of concern to the public. 
[NEW] Federal district courts 
have said that KY's law does not 
apply in federal cases.

Unclear. The statute does not specify, 
and courts have not yet addressed the is-
sue. A court might decide that sex-based 
harassment is generally an issue of public 
concern because it is an issue of political, 
social, or other interest to the communi-
ty; or is an issue of concern to the public.

Yes. Discovery is also paused during 
any appeal of the motion. But the 
court may allow limited discovery if it 
is needed to help you or your abuser 
win the motion.

Yes. Maybe. If you lose your 
motion and the court 
thinks you filed your 
motion without a good 
reason, then you would 
have to pay your abuser's 
fees and costs.

Yes.

The right to petition or speech 
on a public issue, including 
(but not limited to) statements 
made: in a government pro-
ceeding, about an issue being 
considered by a government 
proceeding, or in a public place 
about an issue of public inter-
est. The state supreme court 
has said an issue of public inter-
est is about any political, social, 
or other concern to the commu-
nity. State courts have also said 
an issue of public interest can 
involve actions between private 
people and includes media 
coverage of police reports and 
investigations.

Unclear. The statute does not specify, 
and courts have not yet addressed the 
issue. A court might decide that sex-
based harassment is generally an issue 
of public interest because it is an issue of 
political, social, or other concern to the 
community.

Yes. But the court may allow limited 
discovery if there's a good reason.

Yes. Yes. The statute says the 
winner of the motion gets 
fees and costs. In 2023, a 
state court said that, con-
sistent with the statute, a 
defendant who loses their 
motion should pay fees 
and costs to the plaintiff 
after the trial ends.

Probably Not. The stat-
ute does not specify. In 
2024, the state's highest 
court said that a plaintiff 
who lost their motion 
could not appeal right 
away because the fees 
and costs owed to the 
defendant had not yet 
been calculated. It's not 
clear if that rule would 
also apply to a defend-
ant who loses their 
motion.

The right to speech, press, as-
sembly, petition, or association 
on an issue of public concern, 
including communications 
made: in a government pro-
ceeding; about an issue being 
considered by a government 
proceeding; in a consumer 
complaint or review; or publicly 
or privately about a dramatic, 
literary, musical, political, jour-
nalistic, audiovisual, film, televi-
sion, radio, newspaper, website, 
magazine, or other artistic work. 
An issue of public concern 
means an issue related to a pub-
lic official or public figure; an 
issue of political, social, or other 
interest to the community; or an 
issue of concern to the public. 
Federal district courts have said 
that KY's law does not apply in 
federal cases. 

https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/acts/22RS/documents/0233.pdf
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?d=112314
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Maine	 Yes	 The right to petition, including	 No. You are only protected if 	 Yes. But the court may allow	 Maybe. If you win your	 Unclear. The statute does	 Yes. The statute does 
		  (but not limited to) statements	 you speak about sex-based 	 limited discovery if there’s	 motion, it’s up to the court to	 not specify, and courts	 not specify, but the state 
		  made: in a government proceeding, 	 harassment in a petition.	 a good reason.	 decide whether your abuser	 have not yet addressed	 supreme court said in 
		  about an issue being considered	 For example, the state supreme 			   has to pay your fees and	 the issue.	 2008 that if you lose		
		  by a government proceeding, to	 court said in 2019 that a man’s 			   costs.		  your motion, you 
		  encourage the government to	 letters to a nonprofit’s donors 					     can appeal right away. 
		  consider an issue, or to get the	 about child sexual abuse at the  
		  public to encourage the 	 nonprofit were not a petition.  
		  government to consider an issue. 	 Also, even if you speak in a 
		  State courts have said that petition 	 petition, you could still lose: 
		  includes statements made in	 for example, a state court  
		  newspapers to encourage	 denied a woman patient’s  
		  government officials to consider	 motion in 2011 because her  
		  an issue. Even if you were using	 doctor-abuser showed that  
		  your right to petition, your abuser	 her statements had no factual  
		  could still win if they show your 	 basis (his employees testified 
		  statements had no factual or legal	 that they didn’t hear her scream 
		  basis and actually injured them. 	 or see her run from his office)  
		  A federal appellate court has said	 and because her abuser was 
		  that ME’s law applies in federal 	 actually injured by her statements 
		  cases.	 (he spent $300 on counseling).  
			 
				  

Maryland	 Yes	 The right to petition, speech, 	 Unclear. The statute does not	 Unclear. The statute says all	 Unclear. The statute does	 Unclear. The statute does	 Unclear. The statute 
		  press, or assembly regarding	 specify, and courts have not yet 	 proceedings are paused during	 not specify, and courts	 not specify, and courts	 does not specify, and 
		  any government issue or issue of 	 addressed the issue.	 the motion, so this includes	 have not yet addressed	 have not yet addressed	 courts have not yet 
		  public interest. You also have to 		  discovery. But a federal court	 the issue.	 the issue.	 addressed the issue. 
		  show your abuser sued you in bad 		  said in 2017 that it needed 
		  faith and to stop you from 		  discovery to decide if the 
		  speaking out.		  plaintiff sued in bad faith and  

The right to speech, press, 
assembly, petition, or asso-
ciation on an issue of public 
concern, including communi-
cations made: in a government 
proceeding; about an issue 
being considered by a govern-
ment proceeding; related to a 
discrimination complaint filed 
under the state's human rights 
act, the state's campus sexual 
misconduct code, or Title IX; 
or about sexual assault, sexual 
harassment, or discrimination 
when made without malice. 
State courts have said that peti-
tion includes statements made 
in newspapers to encourage 
government officials to consider 
an issue. Even if you were using 
your right to petition, your abus-
er could still win if they show 
your statements had no factual 
or legal basis and actually in-
jured them. A federal appellate 
court has said that ME's law 
applies in federal cases.  
 
The new protections for speech, 
press, assembly, association, 
and statements related to a 
discrimination complaint apply 
only to SLAPP claims filed on or 
after Jan. 1, 2025.  
 
The new protections for state-
ments made without malice 
about sexual assault, sexual 
harassment, or discrimination 
apply only to SLAPP claims filed 
on or after Sept. 24, 2025. 

Yes, the statute will protect statements 
made without malice about sexual as-
sault, sexual harassment, or discrimina-
tion in lawsuits filed on or after Sept. 24, 
2025.

Yes. Discovery is also paused during 
any appeal of the motion. But the 
court may allow limited discovery if it 
is needed to help you or your abuser 
win the motion.

Yes. And you can win 
your motion even if your 
abuser dismisses their 
claim against you.

Maybe. If you lose your 
motion and the court thinks 
your motion was not seri-
ous or only filed to delay 
the lawsuit, then you would 
have to pay your abuser's 
fees and costs.

Yes.

Yes The right to petition, speech, 
press, or assembly regarding 
any government issue or issue 
of of public interest. You also 
have to show your abuser sued 
you in bad faith and to stop you 
from speaking out.

Unclear. The statute does not specify, 
and courts have not yet addressed the 
issue.

Unclear. The statute says all proceed-
ings are paused during the motion, so 
this includes discovery. But a federal 
court said in 2017 that it needed dis-
covery to decide if the plaintiff sued 
in bad faith and to stop the defendant 
from speaking out.

Unclear. The statute does 
not specify, and courts 
have not yet addressed 
the issue.

Unclear. The statute does 
not specify, and courts 
have not yet addressed the 
issue.

Unclear. The statute 
does not specify. In 
2023, a state court did 
not allow a defendant 
who lost their motion 
to appeal right away, 
saying it was "prema-
ture."

https://legislature.maine.gov/backend/App/services/getDocument.aspx?documentId=107144
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Laws/StatuteText?article=gcj&section=5-807
https://legislature.maine.gov/backend/App/services/getDocument.aspx?documentId=120522
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Laws/StatuteText?article=gcj&section=5-807
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Massachusetts	 Yes	 The right to petition, including	 No. You are only protected if 	 Yes. But the court may allow	 Yes.	 Unclear. The statute does	 Yes. The statute does 
		  (but not limited to) statements	 you speak about sex-based	 limited discovery if 		  not specify, and courts	 not specify, but the state 
		  made: in a government proceeding, 	 harassment in a petition. A	 there’s a good reason.		  have not yet addressed	 supreme court said in 
		  about an issue being considered	 federal court said in 2019 				    the issue.	 2009 that if you lose 
		  by a government proceeding, to	 that it would not treat a 					     your motion, you can 
		  encourage the government to 	 Title IX complaint of sexual					     appeal right away. 
		  consider an issue, or to get the	 assault as a petition without  
		  public to encourage the	 discovery.  
		  government to consider an issue.  
		  The state supreme court added  
		  that you have to show your  
		  abuser’s main goal in suing you is  
		  to stop you from speaking out.  
		  Some state courts have said that  
		  the petition does not have to be  
		  about an issue of public interest.  
		  A federal court has said MA’s law  
		  does not apply in federal cases.					   

Michigan	 No						    

Minnesota	   Yes						    

The right to petition, including 
(but not limited to) statements 
made: in a government pro-
ceeding, about an issue being 
considered by a government 
proceeding, to encourage the 
government to consider an 
issue, or to get the public to 
encourage the government to 
consider an issue. The state 
supreme court added that you 
have to show your abuser's 
main goal in suing you is to 
stop you from speaking out. 
Some state courts have said 
that the petition does not have 
to be about an issue of public 
interest. A federal court has 
said MA's law does not apply in 
federal cases.

No. You are only protected if you speak 
about sex-based harassment in a peti-
tion. In 2025, a state court said that a re-
port of sexual harassment to an employer 
is not a petition.

Yes. But the court may allow limited 
discovery if there's a good reason. In 
2019, a federal court said it would not 
treat a Title IX complaint of sexual as-
sault as a petition without discovery.

Unclear. The statute does 
not specify, and courts 
have not yet addressed the 
issue.

No

The right to speech, press, as-
sembly, petition, or association 
on an issue of public concern, 
including communications 
made: in a government pro-
ceeding; about an issue being 
considered by a government 
proceeding; in a consumer 
complaint or review; or publicly 
or privately about a dramatic, 
literary, musical, political, jour-
nalistic, audiovisual, film, televi-
sion, radio, newspaper, website, 
magazine, or other artistic work. 
MN's new law applies to SLAPP 
claims filed on or after May 25, 
2024.  
 
In 2025, a state appellate court 
said that MN’s law protects 
statements made in court pro-
ceedings against defamation 
claims and privacy claims that 
are related to defamation (such 
as a false light claim) but not 
against privacy claims that are 
unrelated to defamation (such 
as a publication of private facts 
claim). MN’s highest court will 
now decide the case (it is still 
pending).

Unclear. The statute says it should be ap-
plied broadly and consistent with other 
states that have passed the uniform law. 
But courts have not yet addressed the 
issue.

Yes. Discovery is also paused during 
any appeal of the motion. But the 
court may allow limited discovery if it 
is needed to help you or your abuser 
win the motion.

Yes. And you can win your 
motion even if your abus-
er dismisses their claim 
against you.

Maybe. If you lose your 
motion and the court 
thinks your motion was 
not serious or only filed to 
delay the lawsuit, then you 
would have to pay your 
abuser's fees and costs.

Yes.

https://www.mass.gov/info-details/mass-general-laws-c231-ss-59h
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/554
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			   harassment in general, outside	 the motion?							     
			   of a petition?			   	  			
				  

Mississippi	 No						    

Missouri	   Yes	 Speech or conduct in a court-like	 No. You are only protected if 	 Yes. Discovery is also	 Yes.	 Maybe. If you lose your	 Unclear. The statute says 
		  public hearing or meeting, 	 you speak about sex-based	 paused during any		  motion and the court thinks	 all appeals are fast-		
		  including any meeting by a state	 harassment in a court-like 	 appeal of the motion.		  your motion was not	 tracked. But some 
		  or local government body, such	 public hearing. 				    serious or only filed to	 state courts have said 
		  as a council, planning 					     delay the lawsuit, then	 that the statute only says 
		  commission, or review board. 					     you would have to pay	 if you get to appeal right 
		  Federal courts have clarified that 					     your abuser’s fees and	 away, then it will be 
		  actual court proceedings do not					     costs. 	 fast-tracked, but not 
		  count. A state court has said that 						      that you always get to 
		  you also need to show your 						      appeal right away. 
		  abuser sued you to retaliate  
		  against you.				  

Montana	 Yes						    

Nebraska	 Yes	 The right to make statements 	 No. You are only protected if	 Unclear. The statute does	 Maybe. If you win your	 Maybe. If you lose your	 Unclear. The statute 
		  about an applicant or holder of	 you speak about sex-based	 not specify, and courts 	 motion, it’s up to the court	 motion, and the court	 does not specify, and 
		  a government permit, zoning	 harassment related to a 	 have not yet addressed	 to decide whether your	 thinks you made your	 courts have not yet 
		  change, lease, license, or 	 government permit, zoning	 the issue.	 abuser has to pay your	 statements with actual	 addressed the issue. 
		  certificate.	 change, lease, license, or 			   fees and costs.	 malice, and it wants 
			   ertificate. For example, it’s possible 			   The court could also	 to make you pay your 
			   you might be protected if you 			   order your abuser to pay	 abuser’s fees and costs, 
			   report your abuser to stop them			   you extra money if you can	 then you would have to  
			   from getting a state license to be			   show they sued you to	 pay your abuser’s fees  
			   a therapist.			   harass, retaliate, or stop 	 and costs. 
						      you from speaking out.		

No

Speech or conduct in a court-
like public hearing or meeting, 
including any meeting by a state 
or local government body, such 
as a council, planning commis-
sion, or review board. Federal 
courts have clarified that actual 
court proceedings do not count. 
A state court has said that you 
also need to show your abuser 
sued you to retaliate against 
you.

No. You are only protected if you speak 
about sex-based harassment in a court-
like public hearing.

Yes. Discovery is also paused during 
any appeal of the motion.

Maybe. If you lose your 
motion and the court 
thinks your motion was 
not serious or only filed to 
delay the lawsuit, then you 
would have to pay your 
abuser's fees and costs.

Unclear. The statute 
says all appeals are 
fast-tracked. But state 
and federal courts have 
said that a defendant 
who loses an anti- 
SLAPP motion cannot 
appeal right away 
(these courts say the 
statute provides a fast-
tracked appeal only if a 
defendant already has 
the right to appeal right 
away).

The right to speech, press, as-
sembly, petition, or association 
on an issue of public concern, 
which includes communica-
tions made in a government 
proceeding or about an issue 
being considered by a govern-
ment proceeding. MT's new law 
applies to SLAPP claims filed on 
or after May 1, 2025.

Unclear. The statute says it should be ap-
plied broadly and consistent with other 
states that have passed the uniform law. 
But courts have not yet addressed the 
issue.

Yes. Discovery is also paused during 
any appeal of the motion. But the 
court may allow limited discovery if it 
is needed to help you or your abuser 
win the motion.

Yes. And you can win your 
motion even if your abuser 
dismisses their claim 
against you.

Maybe. If you lose your 
motion and the court 
thinks your motion was 
not serious or only filed to 
delay the lawsuit, then you 
would have to pay your 
abuser's fees and costs.

Yes.

The right to make statements 
about an applicant or holder of 
a government permit, zoning 
change, lease, license, or certif-
icate.

No. You are only protected if you speak 
about sex-based harassment related to 
a government permit, zoning change, 
lease, license, or certificate. For example, 
it's possible you might be protected if 
you report your abuser to stop them from 
getting a state license to be a therapist.

Unclear. The statute does not speci-
fy, and courts have not yet addressed 
the issue.

Maybe. If you win your 
motion, it's up to the court 
to decide whether your 
abuser has to pay your 
fees and costs. The court 
could also order your 
abuser to pay you extra 
money if you can show 
they sued you to harass, 
retaliate, or stop you from 
speaking out.

Unclear. The statute 
does not specify, and 
courts have not yet 
addressed the issue.

https://revisor.mo.gov/main/OneSection.aspx?section=537.528
https://bills.legmt.gov/#/laws/bill/2/LC2032?open_tab=bill
https://nebraskalegislature.gov/laws/statutes.php?statute=25-21,241
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STATE 	 ANTI-SLAPP?:	 RIGHTS:  What rights	 SEX-BASED HARASSMENT:	 DISCOVERY: 	 $: IF YOU WIN, will 	 $: IF YOU LOSE, will  	 APPEAL: If you lose 
	 Does this state have	 are protected by the state’s	 Does the state protect	 Is discovery paused 	 your abuser have to pay	 you have to pay your	 your motion, can you 
	 an anti-SLAPP law?	 anti-SLAPP law?	 statements about sex-based 	 (“stayed”) during	 your fees and costs?	 abuser’s fees and costs?	 appeal right away? 
			   harassment in general, outside	 the motion?							     
			   of a petition?			   	  			
				  

Nevada	 Yes	 The right to petition or speech	 Unclear. The statute does 	 Yes. Discovery is also paused	 Yes. The court could also	 Maybe. If you lose your	 Yes. You would appeal 
		  on an issue of public interest, 	 not specify, and courts	 during any appeal of the	 order your abuser to pay	 motion and the court thinks	 directly to the state’s 
		  which means statements made: 	 have not yet addressed	 motion. But the court may	 you extra money, up to	 it was not serious or	 supreme court. 
		  to a government employee about	 the issue. A state court might	 allow limited discovery if 	 $10,000. And you can also	 only filed to harass or burden 
		  a government issue, about an 	 decide sex-based harassment	 it is needed to help your abuser	 sue your abuser separately	 your abuser, and it wants 
		  issue being considered by a 	 is generally an issue of public	 win the motion.	 for SLAPPing you (this is	 to make you pay your abuser’s 
		  government body, in a public	 interest because it fits all 5 			   called a SLAPPback).	 fees and costs, then you 
		  place about an issue of public	 requirements of the state 				    would have to pay your 
		  interest, or to get a specific	 supreme court. Or, it might 				    abuser’s fees and costs. 
		  government or election action	 decide not because an incident 				    The court could also order 
		  or outcome. The state supreme	 between 2 people does not 				    you to pay your abuser 
		  court has said that something is 	 concern a large number of				    extra money, up to $10,000, 
		  a public interest when: (1) the	 people. 				    and punish you in other ways. 
		  public is more than just curious  
		  about it; (2) it concerns a large  
		  number of people; (3) the  
		  statements are closely related  
		  to the specific public interest;  
		  (4) the speaker was focused  
		  on the public interest, not just  
		  trying to get support for a  
		  private disagreement; and  
		  (5) the speaker wasn’t just  
		  making a private disagreement  
		  public by telling a lot of people  
		  about it. The state supreme  
		  court has also said that a statement  
		  can be on an issue of public  
		  interest even if it is made to  
		  1 person. State courts have held  
		  that 3,000 and 8,000 are a large  
		  number of people, but not 8 or 20.  
		  A federal appellate court has said  
		  that NV’s law applies in federal cases.	

New Hampshire	 No						    

New Jersey						    

The right to petition or speech 
on an issue of public interest, 
which means statements made: 
to a government employee 
about a government issue, 
about an issue being consid-
ered by a government body, in 
a public place about an issue 
of public interest, or to get a 
specific government or election 
action or outcome. The state su-
preme court has said that some-
thing is a public interest when: 
(1) the public is more than just 
curious about it; (2) it concerns 
a large number of people; (3) 
the statements are closely 
related to the specific public 
interest; (4) the speaker was 
focused on the public interest, 
not just trying to get support for 
a private disagreement; and (5) 
the speaker wasn't just making 
a private disagreement public 
by telling a lot of people about 
it. The state supreme court has 
also said that a statement can 
be on an issue of public interest 
even if it is made to 1 person. 
State courts have held that 
3,000 and 8,000 are a large 
number of people, but not 8 or 
20. A federal appellate court 
has said that NV's law applies in 
federal cases.

Unclear. The statute does not specify. A 
state court might decide sex-based har-
assment is generally an issue of public 
interest because it fits all 5 factors of the 
state supreme court. Or, it might decide 
not because an incident between 2 peo-
ple does not concern a large number of 
people. In 2024, a state court said that an 
article on a website and newsletter about 
an attorney's domestic violence charge 
and status of his professional license was 
an issue of public interest because it sat-
isfied all 5 factors of the state supreme 
court.

Yes. Discovery is also paused during 
any appeal of the motion. But the 
court may allow limited discovery if 
it is needed to help your abuser win 
the motion.

Yes. The court could also 
order your abuser to pay 
you extra money, up to 
$10,000. And you can also 
sue your abuser separate-
ly for SLAPPing you (this is 
called a SLAPPback).

No
        
          Yes The right to speech, press, as-

sembly, petition, or association 
on an issue of public concern, 
which includes communica-
tions made in a government 
proceeding or about an issue 
being considered by a govern-
ment proceeding. NJ's new law 
applies to SLAPP claims filed on 
or after Oct 7, 2023.

Unclear. The statute says it should be 
applied broadly and consistent with other 
states that have passed the uniform law. 
But courts have not yet addressed the 
issue.

Maybe. There is a presumption that 
discovery will be paused, but it's up 
to the court to decide. The court may 
allow limited discovery if it is needed 
to help you or your abuser win the 
motion. The court may also decide to 
pause discovery during any appeal 
of the motion.

Yes. In 2025, a federal 
court said this also applies 
to federal cases.

Maybe. If you lose your 
motion and the court 
thinks your motion was 
not serious or only filed to 
delay the lawsuit, then you 
would have to pay your 
abuser's fees and costs.

Yes.

https://www.leg.state.nv.us/nrs/nrs-041.html#NRS041Sec635
https://pub.njleg.state.nj.us/Bills/2022/PL23/155_.PDF
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STATE 	 ANTI-SLAPP?:	 RIGHTS:  What rights	 SEX-BASED HARASSMENT:	 DISCOVERY: 	 $: IF YOU WIN, will 	 $: IF YOU LOSE, will  	 APPEAL: If you lose 
	 Does this state have	 are protected by the state’s	 Does the state protect	 Is discovery paused 	 your abuser have to pay	 you have to pay your	 your motion, can you 
	 an anti-SLAPP law?	 anti-SLAPP law?	 statements about sex-based 	 (“stayed”) during	 your fees and costs?	 abuser’s fees and costs?	 appeal right away? 
			   harassment in general, outside	 the motion?							     
			   of a petition?			   	  			
				  

New Mexico	 Yes	 Speech or conduct in or about a	 No. You are only protected if 	 Unclear. The statute does	 Yes.	 Maybe. If you lose your	 Yes. The appeal will also 		
		  court-like public hearing or 	 you speak about sex-based	 not specify, and courts		  motion and the court	 be fast-tracked. 
		  meeting by a state or local 	 harassment in or about a	 have not yet addressed		  thinks your motion was 
		  government body, such as a	 court-like public hearing or	 the issue. 		  not serious or only filed 
		  council, planning commission, or	 meeting by a state or local 				    to delay the lawsuit, then 
		  review board. A federal appellate	 government body. 				    you would have to pay your 
		  court has said that NM’s law does 					     abuser’s fees and costs. 
		  not apply in federal cases.					   

N. Mariana Isl.	 No						    

New York	 Yes	 The right to petition or 	 Yes. The statute says “public interest”	 Yes. But the court may allow	 Yes. Some state courts	 Unclear. The statute does	 Yes. The statute does 
		  participation, including statements	 is broad and means anything	 limited discovery if it is needed	 have said that you have to	 not specify, and courts have	 not specify, but NY law  
		  made in a public place about an	 that isn’t purely private. 	 to help your abuser win	 ask for fees and costs	 not yet addressed the issue.	 allows you to appeal 
		  issue of public interest. The term	 State courts have said that 	 the motion.	 separately (not just in the		  right away whenever 
		  “public interest” is broad and	 workplace sexual harassment, 			   anti-SLAPP motion). You		  you lose any type 
		  means anything that isn’t purely	 domestic violence, and child			   can also get extra money		  of motion.  
		  private. Also, your abuser must 	 abuse are issues of public interest.			   if you can show your abuser 
		  prove you made your statements	 State lawmakers also explained			   sued ou to harass, retaliate,   
		  with actual malice, even if they are	 they passed this law in part to 			   or stop you from speaking 
		  a private figure. State courts have	 protect survivors of sex-based 			   out. 
		  said that public places include	 harassment from defamation  
		  press, news, books, and social	 lawsuits. In 2021, a federal court  
		  media, but not a group of	 allowed a woman to add an  
		  roommates. Some federal courts	 anti-SLAPP motion to her  
		  have said that NY’s law (or parts	 lawsuit; the court said her  
		  of it) do not apply in federal cases.	 Facebook and LinkedIn posts 
			   about being sexually assaulted	
			   were not about a purely private  
			   issue because they mentioned  
			   #MeToo and criticized police.			 

North Carolina	 No
						    
North Dakota	 No
						    
Ohio	   Yes
						    

Speech or conduct in or about 
a court-like public hearing or 
meeting by a state or local gov-
ernment body, such as a coun-
cil, planning commission, or 
review board. A federal appel-
late court has said that NM's law 
does not apply in federal cases.

No. You are only protected if you speak 
about sex-based harassment in or about 
a court-like public hearing or meeting by 
a state or local government body.

Unclear. The statute does not 
specify, and courts have not yet ad-
dressed the issue.

No

The right to petition or partic-
ipation, including statements 
made in a public place about 
an issue of public interest. The 
term "public interest" is broad 
and means anything that isn't 
purely private. Also, your abus-
er must prove you made your 
statements with actual malice, 
even if they are a private figure. 
State courts have said that pub-
lic places include press, news, 
books, and social media, but not 
a group of roommates. Some 
federal courts have said that 
NY's law (or parts of it) do not 
apply in federal cases.

Probably. The statute says "public inter-
est" is broad and means anything that 
isn't purely private. State courts have 
said that workplace sexual harassment, 
domestic violence, and child abuse are 
issues of public interest. State lawmak-
ers also explained they updated this law 
in 2020 in part to protect survivors of 
sex-based harassment from defamation 
lawsuits. In 2021, a federal court allowed 
a woman to add an anti-SLAPP motion to 
her lawsuit; the court said her Facebook 
and LinkedIn posts about being sexually 
assaulted were not about a purely private 
issue because they mentioned #MeToo 
and criticized police. But some state 
courts are still misinterpreting the 2020 
updates to exclude survivors from the 
law's protections.

Yes. But the court may allow limited 
discovery if it is needed to help your 
abuser win the motion.

Unclear. The statute does 
not specify, and courts 
have not yet addressed the 
issue.

No

No

The right to speech, press, as-
sembly, petition, or association 
on an issue of public concern, 
which includes communica-
tions made in a government 
proceeding or about an issue 
being considered by a govern-
ment proceeding. OH's new law 
applies to SLAPP claims made 
on or after Apr. 9, 2025.

Unclear. The statute says it should be ap-
plied broadly and consistent with other 
states that have passed the uniform law. 
But courts have not yet addressed the 
issue.

Yes. Discovery is also paused during 
any appeal of the motion. But the 
court may allow limited discovery if it 
is needed to help you or your abuser 
win the motion.

Yes, even if your lawyer 
didn't charge you. And 
you can win your motion 
even if your abuser dis-
misses their claim against 
you.

Maybe. If you lose your 
motion and the court 
thinks your motion was not 
serious, then you would 
have to pay your abuser's 
fees and costs.

Yes.

https://codes.findlaw.com/nm/chapter-38-trials/nm-st-sect-38-2-9-1.html
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/laws/CVR/76-A
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-revised-code/chapter-2747
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STATE 	 ANTI-SLAPP?:         RIGHTS:  What rights	                  SEX-BASED HARASSMENT:	 DISCOVERY: 	 $: IF YOU WIN, will 	 $: IF YOU LOSE, will  	 APPEAL: If you lose 
	 Does this state have    are protected by the state’s	               Does the state protect	 Is discovery paused 	 your abuser have to pay	 you have to pay your	 your motion, can you 
	 an anti-SLAPP law?      anti-SLAPP law?	                  statements about sex-based 	 (“stayed”) during	 your fees and costs?	 abuser’s fees and costs?	 appeal right away? 
			                    harassment in general, outside	 the motion?							     
			                    of a petition?			   	  			
			        	

Oklahoma	 Yes	 The right to association, speech,	 Probably. The statute says it 	 Yes. But the court may allow	 Yes. The court can also	 Maybe. If you lose your	 Yes. The appeal will 
		  or petition. Association means 	 should be applied broadly. State	 limited discovery if there’s a	 punish your abuser as	 motion, and the court	 also be fast-tracked. 
		  a communication between a	 courts are likely to decide that 	 good reason and it’s relevant	 needed to prevent	 thinks your motion was 
		  group of people to promote a	 sex-based harassment is generally	 to your motion. 	 them from filing similar	 not serious or only filed 
		  shared interest. Speech means	 an issue of public interest 			   SLAPPs in the future.	 to delay the lawsuit, and it 
		  a communication on an issue of	 because it is related to health 				    wants to make you pay 
		  public concern. Petition means	 or safety or community well-being. 				    your abuser’s fees and 
		  communications made: in or 					     costs, then you would have 
		  about a government proceeding,					     to pay your abuser’s fees  
		  in or about a proceeding by a					     and costs.  
		  publicly funded school or  
		  nonprofit, in or about a public  
		  meeting about an issue of public  
		  concern, about an issue being  
		  considered by a government  
		  body, to encourage the  
		  government to consider an issue,  
		  or to get the public to encourage  
		  the government to consider an  
		  issue. A communication means an  
		  oral, visual, written, electronic, or  

Oregon	 Yes	 The right to assembly, petition, 	 Unclear. The statute says it	 Yes. But the court may	 Yes. And if you file an	 Maybe. If you lose your	 Yes. 
		  association, speech, or press	 should be applied broadly. 	 allow limited discovery	 anti-SLAPP motion and	 motion and the court 
		  about an issue of public interest, 	 A federal court said in 2020	 if there’s a good reason.	 your abuser dismisses	 thinks your motion was 
		  including (but not limited to) 	 that workplace sexual			   a claim against you	 not serious or only filed 
		  statements made: in a government	 harassment in a large national 			   “with prejudice” (meaning	 to delay the lawsuit, then 
		  proceeding, about an issue being	 organization by a high-ranking			   they can’t refile that claim), 	 you would have to pay 
		  considered by a government body,	 officer, in a large industry, 			   then it counts as you winning 	 your abuser’s fees 
		  or in a public place about an issue	 or in a large church are issues			   your motion, which means	 and costs.  
		  of public interest.	 of public interest. State courts have			   your abuser has to pay  
			   said that workplace sexual			   your fees and costs.  
			   harassment by a state official,  
			   child abuse, and domestic violence 
			   are issues of public interest. But a  
			   state court also said that when  
			   school officials told some people 

Yes
The right to association, speech, or petition. 
Association means a communication between 
a group of people to promote a shared interest. 
Speech means a communication on an issue of 
public concern. Petition means communications 
made: in or about a government proceeding, in or 
about a proceeding by a publicly funded school 
or nonprofit, in or about a public meeting about 
an issue of public concern, about an issue being 
considered by a government body, to encourage 
the government to consider an issue, or to get the 
public to encourage the government to consider 
an issue. A communication means an oral, visual, 
written, electronic, or other statement or docu-
ment. An issue of public concern means an issue 
related to health or safety; environmental, eco-
nomic, or community well-being; the government; 
a public official or public figure; or a good, prod-
uct, or service in the marketplace.

Probably. The statute says it 
should be applied broadly. While 
state courts have not yet ad-
dressed the issue, they are likely 
to decide that sex-based harass-
ment is generally an issue of pub-
lic interest because it is related 
to health or safety or community 
well-being. In 2018, a federal court 
in OK agreed with another case 
that said statements made to 
friends, family, a church counse-
lor, employer, and private investi-
gator about domestic abuse were 
an issue of public interest be-
cause they were related to health 
or safety.

Yes. But the court may allow limited 
discovery if there's a good reason 
and it's relevant to your motion.

Yes. The court can also 
punish your abuser as 
needed to prevent them 
from filing similar SLAPPs 
in the future.

Maybe. If you lose your 
motion, and the court 
thinks your motion was 
not serious or only filed 
to delay the lawsuit, and 
it wants to make you pay 
your abuser's fees and 
costs, then you would have 
to pay your abuser's fees 
and costs.

Yes. The appeal will 
also be fast-tracked.

The right to assembly, petition, association, 
speech, or press about an issue of public inter-
est, including (but not limited to) statements 
made: in a government proceeding, about an 
issue being considered by a government body, 
or in a public place about an issue of public inter-
est. As of Jan. 1, 2026, OR's law will also protect 
statements made without actual malice about 
sexual assault from defamation liability.

Maybe. The statute says it should 
be applied broadly and will pro-
tect all statements made without 
actual malice about sexual assault 
from defamation liability start-
ing Jan. 1, 2026. But it is unclear 
whether courts will apply this 
protection to other types of sex-
based harassment. A federal court 
said in 2020 that workplace sexual 
harassment in a large national 
organization by a high-ranking 
officer, in a large industry, or in a 
large church are issues of public 
interest. State courts have said 
that workplace sexual harassment 
by a state official, child abuse, and 
domestic violence are issues of 
public interest. But a state court 
also said that when school offi-
cials told some people about a 
student abuser, they did not do it 
in a public place or about an issue 
of public interest. Note: A state 
court said in 2019 that a Facebook 
post criticizing a plaintiff was an 
opinion pro tected by the First 
Amendment because the defend-
ant's statements made it clear she 
believed the plaintiff was a harass-
er due to her close friendship with 
the victim, not due to her knowl-
edge of the facts.

Yes. But the court may allow limited 
discovery if there's a good reason.

Yes. And if you file an 
anti-SLAPP motion and 
your abuser dismisses a 
claim against you "with 
prejudice" (meaning they 
can't refile that claim), 
then it counts as you win-
ning your motion, which 
means your abuser has to 
pay your fees and costs.

Maybe. If you lose your 
motion and the court 
thinks your motion was 
not serious or only filed to 
delay the lawsuit, then you 
would have to pay your 
abuser's fees and costs.

Yes.

ANTI-SLAPP?:
Does this state 
have an an-
ti-SLAPP law? 

RIGHTS:
What rights are protected 
by the state's anti-SLAPP 
law?

http://www.oklegislature.gov/BillInfo.aspx?Bill=hb2366&Session=1400
https://trackbill.com/bill/oregon-senate-bill-305-relating-to-special-motions-to-strike/2299809/
https://govt.westlaw.com/okjc/Browse/Home/Oklahoma/OfficialOklahomaStatutes?guid=NBD7753A018EC11E4A947F1E0B22C91AB&transitionType=Default&contextData=%28sc.Default%29
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Pennsylvania	 Yes	 Statements about an	 No. A court is very unlikely	 Yes. Discovery is also paused	 Yes. If you partially win, 	 Unclear. The statute	 Yes. 
		  environmental law or regulation	 to think sex-based harassment	 during any appeal of the	 the court could order your 	 does not specify, and 
		  made: in a government 	 is relevant to an environmental	 motion.	 abuser to pay your full	 courts have not yet 
		  proceeding or to get a specific	 law or regulation. 			   or partial fees and costs.	 addressed the issue. 
		  government outcome. State   
		  courts have said this includes  
		  letters to a newspaper editor,  
		  statements to journalists, and  
		  protest signs.	
				  

The right to speech, press, 
assembly, petition, or asso-
ciation on an issue of public 
concern, which includes com-
munications made in a gov-
ernment proceeding or about 
an issue being considered by 
a government proceeding. 
PA's new law applies to SLAPP 
claims made on or after July 
17, 2024.

Unclear. The statute says it should be 
applied broadly and consistent with other 
states that have passed the uniform law. 
But courts have not yet addressed the 
issue.

Yes. Discovery is also paused during 
any appeal of the motion. But the 
court may allow limited discovery if it 
is needed to help you or your abuser 
win the motion.

Yes. And if you file an 
anti-SLAPP motion and 
your abuser dismisses a 
claim against you, then 
it counts as you winning 
your motion, which means 
your abuser still has to pay 
your fees and costs.  
 
If the court didn't decide 
your motion but you 
would have won, you can 
sue your abuser separate-
ly and get them to pay 
your fees and costs. You 
can also get extra mon-
ey if you can show your 
abuser sued you to harass, 
retaliate, or stop you from 
speaking out.

Maybe. If you lose your 
motion and the court thinks 
your motion was not seri-
ous or only filed to delay 
the lawsuit, then you would 
have to pay your abuser's 
fees and costs.

NoPuerto Rico

Rhode Island
Yes

Note: RI has a separate 
(non-SLAPP) law that stops 
your abuser from suing 
you if a court has previous-
ly found they committed 
sexual assault, domes-
tic violence, or stalking 
against you, and the main 
goal of their lawsuit is to 
harass or intimidate you 
(among other criteria). If 
you succeed in stopping 
the lawsuit, the court may 
order your abuser to pay 
your fees and costs and 
ban them from suing you 
again for a period of time.

The right to petition or speech 
on an issue of public concern, 
including statements made: 
to a government body or 
proceeding, about an issue 
being considered by a gov-
ernment body or proceeding, 
or about an issue of public 
concern--unless you weren't 
actually trying to get a govern-
ment outcome.

Unclear. The statute does not specify, 
and courts have not yet addressed the 
issue.

Yes. But the court may allow limited 
discovery if there's a good reason.

Yes. You can also get ex-
tra money if you can show 
your abuser's lawsuit was 
not serious or only filed 
to harass you or stop you 
from speaking out

Unclear. The statute does 
not specify, and courts have 
not yet addressed the issue.

Unclear. The statute 
does not specify, and 
courts have not yet 
addressed the issue.

No

No

South Carolina

South Dakota

Yes

https://www.palegis.us/statutes/unconsolidated/law-information/view-statute?sessind=0&actnum=72&txttype=htm&sessyr=2024
https://webserver.rilegislature.gov/Statutes/TITLE9/9-33/INDEX.htm
https://webserver.rilegislature.gov/Statutes/TITLE9/9-33/INDEX.htm
https://webserver.rilegislature.gov/Statutes/TITLE8/8-8.4/INDEX.htm
https://www.palegis.us/statutes/unconsolidated/law-information/view-statute?sessind=0&actnum=72&txttype=htm&sessyr=2024
https://www.palegis.us/statutes/unconsolidated/law-information/view-statute?sessind=0&actnum=72&txttype=htm&sessyr=2024
https://www.palegis.us/statutes/unconsolidated/law-information/view-statute?sessind=0&actnum=72&txttype=htm&sessyr=2024
https://www.palegis.us/statutes/unconsolidated/law-information/view-statute?sessind=0&actnum=72&txttype=htm&sessyr=2024


SURVIVORS 
SPEAKING 
OUT 

1

    

STATE 	 ANTI-SLAPP?:	 RIGHTS:  What rights	              SEX-BASED HARASSMENT:	 DISCOVERY: 	 $: IF YOU WIN, will 	 $: IF YOU LOSE, will  	 APPEAL: If you lose 
	 Does this state have	 are protected by the state’s	            Does the state protect	 Is discovery paused 	 your abuser have to pay	 you have to pay your	 your motion, can you 
	 an anti-SLAPP law?	 anti-SLAPP law?	              statements about sex-based 	 (“stayed”) during	 your fees and costs?	 abuser’s fees and costs?	 appeal right away? 
			                harassment in general, outside	 the motion?							     
			                of a petition?			   	  			
			     	

    Tennessee       Yes	  in or about a	 No. You are only protected if 	 Unclear. The statute does	 Yes.	 Maybe. If you lose your	 Yes. The appeal will also 				    court-
like public hearing or 	 you speak about sex-based	 not specify, and courts		  motion and the court	 be fast-tracked. 
		  meeting by a state or local 	 harassment in or about a	 have not yet addressed		  thinks your motion was 
		  government body, such as a	 court-like public hearing or	 the issue. 		  not serious or only filed 
		  council, planning commission, or	 meeting by a state or local 				    to delay the lawsuit, then 
		  review board. A federal appellate	 government body. 				    you would have to pay your 
		  court has said that NM’s law does 					     abuser’s fees and costs. 
		  not apply in federal cases.					   

Speech or conduct in or about 
a court-like public hearing or 
meeting by a state or local gov-
ernment body, such as a coun-
cil, planning commission, or 
review board. A federal appel-
late court has said that NM's law 
does not apply in federal cases.

No. You are only protected if you speak 
about sex-based harassment in or about 
a court-like public hearing or meeting by 
a state or local government body.

Unclear. The statute does not 
specify, and courts have not yet ad-
dressed the issue.

No

The right to petition or partic-
ipation, including statements 
made in a public place about 
an issue of public interest. The 
term "public interest" is broad 
and means anything that isn't 
purely private. Also, your abus-
er must prove you made your 
statements with actual malice, 
even if they are a private figure. 
State courts have said that pub-
lic places include press, news, 
books, and social media, but not 
a group of roommates. Some 
federal courts have said that

Yes. But the court may allow limited 
discovery if there's a good reason.

Unclear. The statute does 
not specify, and courts 
have not yet addressed the 
issue.

No

No

The right to speech, press, as-
sembly, petition, or association 
on an issue of public concern, 
which includes communica-
tions made in a government 
proceeding or about an issue 
being considered by a govern-
ment proceeding. OH's new law 
applies to SLAPP claims made 
on or after Apr. 9, 2025.

Unclear. The statute says it should 
be applied broadly, and it specif-
ically protects public and private 
statements by victims of dating 
violence or domestic violence. But 
state courts have said that work-
place sexual harassment and child 
sexual abuse are only sometimes 
(but not always) an issue of public 
concern, and that it's harder to 
show that sex-based harassment is 
a "political, social, or other inter-
est" (under the current law) than 
a "health or safety" issue (under 
the old law). One court mentioned 
in passing that TX's law protects 
statements by victims of dating or 
domestic violence but oddly did 
not apply it to the victim's case. 
The state supreme court confirmed 
in 2015 that TX's law protects both 
public and private statements. 
A federal appellate court said in 
2016 that a report of sexual assault 
to school officials is a petition. 
In 2024, a state court said that a 
report of a doctor's serial sexual 
relationships with nurses to his 
hospital was not speech on an issue 
of public concern because there 
was no evidence the relationships 
were nonconsensual, took place in 
the hospital, or affected his work 
performance.

Yes. But the court may allow limited 
discovery if there's a good reason and 
it's relevant to your motion. A federal 
court said in 2015 that it would not de-
cide an anti-SLAPP motion regarding a 
woman's statements about domestic 
violence and stalking to police, ser-
vice workers, doctors, on Twitter, and 
on TV without limited discovery.

Yes. The court could also 
punish your abuser to pre-
vent them from filing simi-
lar SLAPPs in the future.

Maybe. If you lose your 
motion and the court 
thinks your motion was not 
serious, then you would 
have to pay your abuser's 
fees and costs.

Yes.

The right to speech, petition, or asso-
ciation. Speech means a communi-
cation on an issue of public concern. 
Petition means a communication made 
to encourage the government to con-
sider an issue or to get the public to 
encourage the government to consid-
er an issue. Association means group 
action on an issue of public concern. 
Communication means an oral, visual, 
written, electronic, or other state-
ment or document. An issue of public 
concern includes (but is not limited 
to) an issue related to health or safety; 
environmental, economic, or com-
munity well-being; the government; a 
public official or public figure; a good, 
product, or service in the marketplace; 
or a literary, musical, artistic, political, 
theatrical, or audiovisual work. A fed-
eral court has said that TN's law does 
not apply in federal cases.

Probably. The statute says it should 
be applied broadly. A state court 
said in 2021 that a student's Title 
IX complaint of sexual assault was 
both speech on an issue of public 
concern (because it was related 
to health or safety) and a petition 
(because her university was public). 
In 2025, a state court said that a 
letter to a church alleging child sex-
ual abuse was speech on an issue 
of public concern because it was 
related to health or safety.

Yes. The court could also 
punish your abuser to 
prevent them or other 
abusers from filing similar 
SLAPPs in the future. But 
the state's highest court 
said in 2024 that if your 
abuser dismisses their 
claim against you before 
the court decides your 
motion, then they don't 
have to pay your fees and 
costs.

Maybe. If you lose your 
motion, and the court 
thinks your motion was 
not serious or only filed 
to delay the lawsuit, and 
it wants to make you pay 
your abuser's fees and 
costs, then you would have 
to pay your abuser's fees 
and costs.

Yes.
Note: TN has a separate 
(non-SLAPP) law that 
stops your abuser from 
suing you if you have a 
current or past dating, 
sexual, or family rela-
tionship; and the main 
goal of their lawsuit is 
to harass or harm you 
(among other crite-
ria). If you succeed in 
stopping the lawsuit, 
your abuser must pay 
your fees and costs, 
and they can't sue you 
again for 4-6 years. If 
you don't succeed, the 
court may order you 
pay your abuser's fees 

   

Texas
        
      Yes

The right to speech, association, or 
petition. Speech means a communi-
cation on an issue of public concern, 
including in a consumer complaint 
or review; or publicly or privately 
about a dramatic, literary, musical, 
political, journalistic, audiovisual, film, 
television, radio, newspaper, web-
site, magazine, or other artistic work. 
Association means group action on a 
government proceeding or an issue 
of public concern. Petition includes 
(but is not limited to) communica-
tion made: in or about a government 
proceeding, in or about a proceeding 
by a publicly funded school or non-
profit, in or about a public meeting on 
an issue of public concern, about an 
issue being considered by a govern-
ment body or proceeding, to encour-
age the government to consider an 
issue, or to get the public to encour-
age the government to consider an 
issue. Communication means an oral, 
visual, written, electronic, or other 
statement or document. An issue of 
public concern means an issue relat-
ed to a public official or public figure; 
an issue of political, social, or other 
interest to the community; or an issue 
of concern to the public. TX's law 
used to define public concern to in-
clude health or safety and community 
well-being, but it doesn't anymore.

Maybe. If you lose your 
motion, and the court 
thinks your motion was 
not serious or only filed 
to delay the lawsuit, and 
it wants to make you pay 
your abuser's fees and 
costs, then you would have 
to pay your abuser's fees 
and costs.

Yes. The appeal will 
also be fast-tracked.

   

Tennessee

https://law.justia.com/codes/tennessee/title-20/chapter-17/
https://law.justia.com/codes/tennessee/title-29/chapter-41
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/CP/htm/CP.27.htm
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STATE 	 ANTI-SLAPP?:	 RIGHTS:  What rights	 SEX-BASED HARASSMENT:	 DISCOVERY: 	 $: IF YOU WIN, will 	 $: IF YOU LOSE, will  	 APPEAL: If you lose 
	 Does this state have	 are protected by the state’s	 Does the state protect	 Is discovery paused 	 your abuser have to pay	 you have to pay your	 your motion, can you 
	 an anti-SLAPP law?	 anti-SLAPP law?	 statements about sex-based 	 (“stayed”) during	 your fees and costs?	 abuser’s fees and costs?	 appeal right away? 
			   harassment in general, outside	 the motion?							     
			   of a petition?			   	  			
				  

	 Yes	 Statements about an	 No. A court is very unlikely	 Yes. Discovery is also paused	 Yes. If you partially win, 	 Unclear. The statute	 Yes. 
		  environmental law or regulation	 to think sex-based harassment	 during any appeal of the	 the court could order your 	 does not specify, and 
		  made: in a government 	 is relevant to an environmental	 motion.	 abuser to pay your full	 courts have not yet 
		  proceeding or to get a specific	 law or regulation. 			   or partial fees and costs.	 addressed the issue. 
		  government outcome. State   
		  courts have said this includes  
		  letters to a newspaper editor,  
		  statements to journalists, and  
		  protest signs.	
				  

The right to speech, press, 
assembly, petition, or asso-
ciation on an issue of public 
concern, including communi-
cations made: in a government 
proceeding; or about an issue 
being considered by a govern-
ment proceeding. UT's law only 
applies to lawsuits that began 
on or after May 3, 2023.

Unclear. The statute says it should be ap-
plied broadly and consistent with other 
states that have passed the uniform law. 
But courts have not yet addressed the 
issue.

Yes. Discovery is also paused during 
any appeal of the motion. But the 
court may allow limited discovery if it 
is needed to help you or your abuser 
to win the motion. And the court may 
still decide a motion to stop a threat 
to public health or safety.

Yes. Yes Maybe. If you lose your 
motion and the court 
thinks your motion was 
not serious or only filed to 
delay the lawsuit, then you 
would have to pay your 
abuser's fees and costs.

No

The right to petition or speech 
on an issue of public concern, 
including statements made: to 
a government body or pro-
ceeding, about an issue being 
considered by a government 
body or proceeding, or about 
an issue of public concern--un-
less you weren't actually trying 
to get a government outcome.

Unclear. The statute does not specify, 
and courts have not yet addressed the 
issue. A state court might decide sex-
based harassment is generally an issue 
of public interest because it fits all 5 
factors of the state supreme court. Or, 
it might decide not because an incident 
between 2 people does not concern a 
large number of people. 

Yes. But the court may allow limited 
discovery if there's a good reason 
and it helps the court decide on the 
motion.

Yes. Maybe. If you lose your 
motion and the court 
thinks your motion was 
not serious or only filed to 
delay the lawsuit, then you 
would have to pay your 
abuser's fees and costs.

Unclear. The statute 
does not specify, and 
courts have not yet 
addressed the issue.

NoUS Virgin Is.

Utah Yes. 

Vermont
Yes

Note: VT has a separate 
(non-SLAPP) law that 
stops your abuser from 
suing you if a court 
has previously found 
they committed sex-
ual assault, domestic 
violence, or stalking 
against you, and the 
main goal of their 
lawsuit is to harass or 
intimidate you (among 
other criteria). If you 
succeed in stopping the 
lawsuit, the court may 
order your abuser to pay 
your fees and costs and 
ban them from suing 
you again for a period of 
time.

The right to petition or speech 
on an issue of public interest, 
including (but not limited to) 
statements made: in a govern-
ment proceeding, about an 
issue being considered by a 
government body or proceed-
ing, or in public place about an 
issue of public interest. Even 
if you were using your right to 
petition or speech, your abuser 
could still win if they show your 
statements had no factual or 
legal basis and actually injured 
them. In 2015, the state su-
preme court said that a petition 
must also be related to a public 
issue in order to be protected. 
In 2025, the state supreme 
court said that something is 
of public interest when: (1) the 
public is more than just curious 
about it; (2) it concerns a large 
number of people; (3) the state-
ments are closely related to the 
specific public interest; (4) the 
speaker was focused on the 
public interest, not just trying to 
get support for a private disa-
greement; and (5) the speaker 
wasn't just making a private 
disagreement public by telling a 
lot of people about it.

Yes. 

https://www.palegis.us/statutes/unconsolidated/law-information/view-statute?sessind=0&actnum=72&txttype=htm&sessyr=2024
https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title78B/Chapter25/C78B-25_2023050320230503.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/statutes/section/12/027/01041
https://legislature.vermont.gov/statutes/section/15/021/01181
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Virginia	 Yes	 Statements about an	 No. A court is very unlikely	 Yes. Discovery is also paused	 Yes. If you partially win, 	 Unclear. The statute	 Yes. 
		  environmental law or regulation	 to think sex-based harassment	 during any appeal of the	 the court could order your 	 does not specify, and 
		  made: in a government 	 is relevant to an environmental	 motion.	 abuser to pay your full	 courts have not yet 
		  proceeding or to get a specific	 law or regulation. 			   or partial fees and costs.	 addressed the issue. 
		  government outcome. State   
		  courts have said this includes  
		  letters to a newspaper editor,  
		  statements to journalists, and  
		  protest signs.	
				  

The right to speech, press, as-
sembly, petition, or association 
on an issue of public concern, 
which includes communica-
tions made in a government 
proceeding or about an issue 
being considered by a govern-
ment proceeding. PA's new law 
applies to SLAPP claims made 
on or after July 17, 2024.

Maybe. The statute protects statements 
made at a college or university's Title IX 
hearing in lawsuits filed on or after July 
1, 2025. However, a state court said in 
2021 that Amber Heard couldn't use VA's 
anti-SLAPP law to dismiss Johnny Depp's 
defamation claims against her because 
even if they were dismissed, the case 
would still continue because she was 
also suing him. (The court also said that 
Depp couldn't use VA's anti-SLAPP law 
to dismiss Heard's claims because his 
statements were not on issue of public 
concern.) If a state court decides that 
VA's law applies to your case, then your 
abuser would have to prove you made 
your statements with actual malice, even 
if they are a private figure. 

Yes. Discovery is also paused during 
any appeal of the motion. But the 
court may allow limited discovery if it 
is needed to help you or your abuser 
win the motion.

Yes. And if you file an 
anti-SLAPP motion and 
your abuser dismisses a 
claim against you, then 
it counts as you winning 
your motion, which means 
your abuser still has to pay 
your fees and costs.  
 
If the court didn't decide 
your motion but you 
would have won, you can 
sue your abuser separate-
ly and get them to pay 
your fees and costs. You 
can also get extra mon-
ey if you can show your 
abuser sued you to harass, 
retaliate, or stop you from 
speaking out."

Maybe. If you lose your 
motion and the court thinks 
your motion was not seri-
ous or only filed to delay 
the lawsuit, then you would 
have to pay your abuser's 
fees and costs.

No

Washington

Yes.
Note: RI has a separate 
(non-SLAPP) law that 
stops your abuser from 
suing you if a court has 
previously found they 
committed sexual as-
sault, domestic violence, 
or stalking against you, 
and the main goal of their 
lawsuit is to harass or 
intimidate you (among 
other criteria). If you 
succeed in stopping the 
lawsuit, the court may 
order your abuser to pay 
your fees and costs and 
ban them from suing 
you again for a period of 
time.

The right to speech, press, as-
sembly, petition, or association 
on an issue of public concern, 
including communications 
made: in a government pro-
ceeding; about an issue being 
considered by a government 
proceeding; in a consumer 
complaint or review; or publicly 
or privately about a dramat-
ic, literary, musical, political, 
journalistic, audiovisual, film, 
television, radio, newspaper, 
website, magazine, or other 
artistic work. In 2025, the state 
supreme court said that WA's 
law does not apply to a claim 
filed before July 25, 2021, even 
if the claim is updated on or 
after that date.

Unclear. The statute says it should be 
applied broadly and consistent with other 
states that have passed the uniform law. 
But courts have not yet addressed the 
issue.

Yes. Discovery is also paused during 
any appeal of the motion. But the 
court may allow limited discovery 
if it is needed to help you or your 
abuser win the motion.

Yes. You can also get ex-
tra money if you can show 
your abuser's lawsuit was 
not serious or only filed 
to harass you or stop you 
from speaking out

Unclear. The statute does 
not specify, and courts have 
not yet addressed the issue.

Unclear. The statute 
does not specify, and 
courts have not yet 
addressed the issue.

No

No

South Carolina

South Dakota

Statements made: on an issue 
of public concern; to a govern-
ment body, such as a board, 
commission, or agency; at a 
college or university's Title IX 
hearing; or by an employee 
against an employer where 
retaliation is prohibited. The 
new provision about Title IX 
hearings applies only to SLAPP 
claims filed on or after July 1, 
2025.

Yes. Discovery is also paused during 
any appeal of the motion. But the 
court may allow limited discovery if it 
is needed to help you or your abuser 
win the motion. 

Maybe. If you win your 
motion (or if you win at 
any other stage of the law-
suit), it's up to the court 
to decide whether your 
abuser has to pay your 
fees and costs. A feder-
al appellate court said 
in 2021 that it's ok for a 
defendant not to get fees 
and costs if the plaintiff's 
lawsuit was serious and 
not in bad faith.

Unclear. The statute does 
not specify, and courts have 
not yet addressed the issue.

Unclear. The statute 
does not specify, and 
courts have not yet 
addressed the issue.

Yes

Note: WA has a separate 
(non-SLAPP) law that 
stops your abuser from 
suing you if a court has 
previously found they 
committed domestic 
violence against you, 
and the main goal of 
their lawsuit is to har-
ass or intimidate you 
(among other criteria). If 
you succeed in stopping 
the lawsuit, your abuser 
must pay your fees and 
costs, and they can't sue 
you again for 4-6 years.

Statements made: on an issue 
of public concern; to a govern-
ment body, such as a board, 
commission, or agency; at a col-
lege or university's Title IX hear-
ing; or by an employee against 
an employer where retaliation is 
prohibited. The new provision 
about Title IX hearings applies 
only to SLAPP claims filed on or 
after July 1, 2025. 

Yes. Yes. Maybe. If you lose your 
motion and the court thinks 
your motion was not seri-
ous or only filed to delay 
the lawsuit, then you would 
have to pay your abuser's 
fees and costs.

Unclear. The statute does not 
specify, and courts have not yet ad-
dressed the issue.

Maybe. If you win your 
motion (or if you win at 
any other stage of the 
lawsuit), it's up to the 
court to decide whether 
your abuser has to pay 
your fees and costs. A 
federal appellate court 
said in 2021 that it's ok 
for a defendant not to get 
fees and costs if the plain-
tiff's lawsuit was serious 
and not in bad faith.

Unclear. The statute does 
not specify, and courts have 
not yet addressed the issue.

Unclear. The statute 
does not specify, and 
courts have not yet 
addressed the issue.

West Virginia

Yes. Yes. Maybe. If you lose your 
motion and the court thinks 
your motion was not serious 
or only filed to delay the 
lawsuit, then you would have 
to pay your abuser's fees and 
costs.

No

Wisconsin

Wyoming
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