VIA EMAIL

March 31, 2022
United States Senate
Washington DC 20510

Re: Women Lawyers Support Nomination of Judge Ketanji Brown Jackson to the Supreme
Court of the United States

Dear Senator:

On behalf of the National Women’s Law Center, the Women’s Bar Association of the District of
Columbia, California Women Lawyers and nearly 1000 women lawyers across the United States,
we urge the Senate to swiftly confirm Judge Ketanji Brown Jackson to the United States
Supreme Court. Judge Jackson has a deep understanding of the law and Constitution, particularly
their impact on the lives of women and girls, and is eminently qualified to serve on the Supreme
Court. Judge Jackson’s nomination is an inspiration to women and girls around the country and
the women’s legal community is pleased to see a legal luminary nominated to be the sixth
woman justice and the first Black woman justice of the Supreme Court. We urge the Senate to
take its advice and consent role seriously and expeditiously, and grant Judge Jackson the
respectful consideration that she deserves.

A public servant through and through, Judge Ketanji Brown Jackson has dedicated her career to
ensuring equal justice and upholding the rule of law. A former clerk for Supreme Court Justice
Stephen Breyer, whom she is nominated to replace, Judge Jackson’s career history attests not
only to her brilliance but also to her commitment to equal justice and liberty for all. Judge
Jackson has demonstrated this throughout her broad experience across the legal profession—as a
federal appellate judge, a federal district court judge, a member of the United States Sentencing
Commission ("the Commission™), an attorney in private practice and a federal public defender.

As an attorney, Judge Jackson evinced a deep understanding of the impact of laws and the
Constitution on women, girls and people of color. As an associate at Goodwin Proctor, she
drafted an amicus brief on behalf of a range of Massachusetts-based groups, including religious
organizations, health care provider associations, the Women’s Bar Association of Massachusetts,
YWCA of Cambridge, and Big Sister Association of Greater Boston, among others. The brief
defended the constitutionality of a state law aimed at protecting health care providers and people
who seek abortion care from harassment, violence, and unwanted contact from anti-abortion
demonstrators.*

! Brief in Support of Defendant-Appellant Women's Bar Ass'n of Mass., Abortion Access Project of Mass., AIDS
Project of Worcester, Alternative Medical Care of Mass., American Ass'n of Univ. Women—Mass., Big
Sister Ass'n of Greater Boston, Boston Women's Health Book Collective, Everywoman's Center, Four Women, Inc.,



The amicus brief carefully and methodically explained how the Massachusetts law was
lawful based on Supreme Court precedent; the First Circuit Court of Appeals ultimately upheld
the law, and the Supreme Court denied a petition for certiorari.? During her time as an assistant
special counsel and Vice Chair of the Commission, she worked to amend the sentencing
guidelines which disproportionally harm Black and Brown communities. Judge Jackson views
public service as a “core value” in her family and became a public defender to ...help people in
need, and to promote core constitutional values....”® Public defenders play an essential role in
our legal system and Judge Jackson’s time as a public defender attests to her dedication to
ensuring that all Americans have equal justice under law. If confirmed, she would be the first
Supreme Court Justice to have served as a public defender and the first since Justice Thurgood
Marshall with experience representing criminal defendants.

Judge Jackson’s commitment to equal justice IS also evidenced by her judicial career. During the
eight years that Judge Jackson served on the U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia, she
authored over 550 opinions on areas of the law ranging from executive powers to immigration
law to labor and disability rights, and cases that resulted in the protection of critical sexual and
reproductive health programs. Every one of her opinions is a testimony to Judge Jackson’s
thoughtful approach to the law and commitment to a thorough review of the law and facts of
each case. The American people can be sure that, in Judge Jackson, they will be getting a
Supreme Court justice who is fair, impartial, and dedicated to the rule of law. We, as women
who are so often impacted by Supreme Court decisions, are thrilled that a judge of Ketanji
Brown Jackson’s caliber with a deep understanding of the law’s impact on women is the
nominee for this historic position.

The Supreme Court’s impact on the rights and lives of women and girls cannot be overstated.
The Court rules on equal pay disputes, reproductive rights, gender discrimination, and myriad
other issues which profoundly impact women’s lives and futures. With one opinion, the Court
can change the rights and privileges that exist for women in America, and it is vital that women
jurists have a say in these decisions. Before Justice Sandra Day O’Connor’s appointment in
1981, not a single Justice in the Court’s 200-year history was a woman. Judge Jackson’s
nomination is a vital step in the right direction, and we are thrilled that, with her confirmation,

League of Women Voters of Mass., Mass. NARAL, Mass. Chapter of NOW, Mass. Public Health Ass'n, National
Council of Jewish Women—Mass., Religious Coalition for Reproductive Choice, Tapestry Health Systems, Union of
American Hebrew Congregations—Northeast Council, Womancare/Repro Associates, and YWCA of Cambridge,
amici curiae, McGuire, et al. v. Reilly, et al., 260 F.3d 36 (1st Cir. 2001); McGuire v. Reilly, 386 F.3d 45 (1st Cir.
2004), cert. denied, 544 U.S. 974 (2005).

2 The First Circuit’s decision reversed and remanded the case back to the lower court. After further proceedings at
the district court level, the case again reached the First Circuit, in 2004. The First Circuit allowed the law to remain
in effect, reiterating the same holding from the prior First Circuit decision. After the plaintiffs appealed to the
Supreme Court, in 2005, the Supreme Court denied review. McGuire v. Reilly, 544 U.S. 974 (2005). Years later, the
Massachusetts legislature changed the law to include the “public way or sidewalk” within 35 feet of an entrance or
driveway to a reproductive health care facility. That version of the MA Act eventually went to the Supreme Court,
which struck it down because of its “extreme step of closing a substantial portion of a traditional public forum to all
speakers.” McCullen v. Coakley, 573 U.S. 464, 496-97 (2014).

3 Response to Question for the Record from Senator Ben Sasse to Judge Ketanji Brown Jackson, Nominee to the
United States Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit, S. Comm. on the Judiciary, 64 (2021) Brown Jackson
Responsesl.pdf (senate.gov)



https://www.judiciary.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/Brown%20Jackson%20Responses1.pdf
https://www.judiciary.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/Brown%20Jackson%20Responses1.pdf

the Supreme Court will be closer to gender parity than ever before. With four women justices on
the Court, we will be one step closer to Justice Ginsburg’s goal of “when there are nine.”

We respectfully request that the Senate swiftly confirm Judge Ketanji Brown Jackson to the
Supreme Court. We look forward to seeing Judge Jackson becoming Justice Jackson.

Sincerely yours,

National Women’s Law Center

Women’s Bar Association of the District of Columbia
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