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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT & CEO
I’m thrilled to welcome you to NWLC’s first-ever virtual gala. Normally we’d be in a big room together in D.C., greeting old friends  
and making new ones and celebrating the victories we’ve achieved together.  

But of course, nothing this year is normal. 

The last nine months have brought us some of the most trying times in our country’s history. The COVID-19 pandemic has laid bare the inequalities baked into so many  
of our nation’s laws and policies. Women, especially women of color, have shouldered the heaviest burdens—over-represented in front-line jobs, struggling to find and  
afford child care and juggling remote school, and leaving the workforce in disproportionate numbers as businesses close or caretaking responsibilities become too great.  
All while Senate leadership focused on confirming extremist judges instead of providing help to the millions of families suffering around the country.  

And then there’s the outgoing Trump administration, which has spent four years trying to gut our fundamental rights—from the right to learn safely and the right to be paid  
equally to the right to access abortion care or receive medical care without discrimination. This is the same administration whose only response to a nationwide reckoning  
with police violence and systemic racism was to incite further violence.  

Our losses, too, have been heartbreaking. From family and community members to legends like Congressman John Lewis and Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, it has all been too much.  

Yet even among the losses, there have been real wins for women and families this year too. The Pregnant Workers Fairness Act passed the House of the Representatives for the first time,  
with overwhelming bipartisan support. We fought hard, all the way to the Supreme Court, to protect our access to birth control and abortion. We’re taking Betsy DeVos and the Department  
of Education to court over their dangerous Title IX rules. This year, we launched groundbreaking initiatives guided by those closest to these respective issues: Brick by Brick, an LGBTQ  
advocacy curriculum, and the Survivors’ Agenda and Summit, which we co-led with three partners this year to ensure survivors are shaping the national conversation on sexual violence. 

And, of course, we’re still celebrating Kamala Harris, the first woman to be elected vice president, and the first Black and South Asian person. Fifty-five years after the Voting Rights Act,  
100 years after the 19th amendment, and 150 years after the 15th amendment, this country has redefined what is possible for women of color. 

This year, we have fought hard and strategically—as the Law Center has done throughout our history, innovating and adapting like never before. During tonight’s program,  
you’ll hear about some of that creative and groundbreaking work from activists, advocates, influencers, and elected officials like Senators Cory Booker and Mazie Hirono, who have  
been key partners in the fight for gender justice. 

And even our being together tonight on screens is its own innovation—allowing more of us to celebrate together than the gala ballroom could traditionally hold. As you read this at  
home, I hope tonight helps you feel even more connected to this incredible movement of justice seekers, truth tellers, disruptors, and gender justice champions. And if you’re new  
to the National Women’s Law Center family, I especially want to welcome you and invite you to join us for what Rep. John Lewis called good trouble by signing up for our email list  
and learning more about our work on our website.  

While the road to get to this moment has been long, the road ahead is much brighter.  
The future we deserve is closer than ever. 

With you by our side, we’ve got this.

https://nwlc.org/press-releases/nwlc-applauds-bipartisan-house-vote-supporting-pregnant-workers-fairness-act-pwfa/
https://nwlc.org/issue/birth-control/
https://nwlc.org/issue/abortion/
https://nwlc.org/press-releases/nwlc-adds-7-student-plaintiffs-to-lawsuit-challenging-title-ix-sexual-harassment-rule/
https://nwlc.org/resources/brick-by-brick-the-lgbtq-advocacy-curriculum/
https://nwlc.org/resources/brick-by-brick-the-lgbtq-advocacy-curriculum/
https://survivorsagenda.org/
https://act.nwlc.org/onlineactions/KsfQDzlEoUuyH37pYSYtjg2
https://nwlc.org/
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Former CEO  
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Retired Vice President – Law 
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Counsel 
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Indiana University 

MELISSA MURRAY 
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NYU School of Law
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Partner 
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LEADERSHIP  
CIRCLE 
Cravath, Swaine & Moore
Davis Polk & Wardwell
Jess Jacobs
JPMorgan Chase & Co.
KPMG
Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, 	
	 Wharton & Garrison
PepsiCo
PIB Law
WilmerHale 

GROUNDBREAKERS 
AIG
Covington & Burling
DLA Piper
Google
Jamie S. Gorelick  
	 & Richard Waldhorn
Hogan Lovells
Mastercard
Sidley Austin
Simpson, Thacher  
	 & Bartlett
Skadden, Arps, Slate, 	
	 Meagher & Flom
Visa

UNDERWRITERS 
AFSCME
Agile Therapeutics
Allen & Overy
Arnold & Porter
AT&T
Bristol-Myers Squibb
Cahill, Gordon & Reindel
Citi
Stephen M. Cutler 
	 & Wendy Zimmerman 
CVS Health 

Dechert
Dontzin Nagy & Fleissig
Duane Morris
Finnegan, Henderson, 
	 Farabow, Garrett  
	 & Dunner
Fragomen, Del Rey, 		
Bernsen & Loewy 
General Electric Company
Katz, Marshall & Banks
Kelley Drye & Warren
King & Spalding
Kirkland & Ellis
The Family of Ann Kolker
Deborah Slaner Larkin
Latham & Watkins
Linklaters
Mayer Brown
McDermott Will & Emery
McKesson Corporation
Milbank
Diane Milutinovich
Morgan Lewis & Bockius
Morrison & Foerster
Munger, Tolles & Olson
Ropes & Gray
Service Employees 		
	 International Union
Shearman & Sterling
Stratalys Research
Kristin Sverchek
Judith M. Sweet
Williams & Connolly 
Wilson Sonsini Goodrich  
	 & Rosati Foundation

PACESETTERS 
AFL-CIO
Nancy Duff Campbell 
Isabel P. Dunst
EagleBank
Eversheds Sutherland

Exelon Corporation
Foley & Lardner
Freshfields Bruckhaus 	
	 Deringer
Yoon-Young Lee  
	 & Matthew Regan
The Levinson Group
Nelson Mullins Riley  
	 & Scarborough
Northrop Grumman 	
	 Corporation
Planned Parenthood 	
	 Federation of America
Nicole Rabner
Chuck Smith

BENEFACTORS 
Judy Areen & Rich Cooper
Joan Entmacher
Jane Harman, Harman 	
	 Family Foundation
Hollingsworth
Jo Benson Fogel, PA
Susan M. Liss  
	 & Rabbi Fred Reiner
Laura Loeb  
	 & Howard Morse
John W. Martin 
National Family Planning 	
	 & Reproductive Health 	
	 Association
Elizabeth Niemeyer
Ogletree Deakins
Power to Decide
Rockefeller Family Fund
Virginia Sloan
The Steptoe Foundation

FRIENDS 
Andrea Shandell 		
	 Consulting
Kevin Burke

Mary G. Clark
Elizabeth Coleman
Alice V. Curran
Natalia Delgado
Prentiss Feagles
Nancy C. Garrison
Hector Gonzalez
Marcia D. Greenberger
Linda Greenhouse
Niesa & Jim Halpern
Laura Handman  
	 & Harold Ickes
Kathryn & Matthew  
	 Haskin
Elizabeth Hedlund
Heidrick & Struggles
Anita Hill
Eric Hirschhorn  
	 & Leah Wortham
Eve Howard
Keesal, Young & Logan
Andy Levander
Leslie Levy
Gail Ann Lione
Mimi Mager
Richard Marooney
National Partnership  
	 for Women & Families
Kathryn A. Oberly
Proskauer Rose
Christina Sarchio
Lois J. Schiffer
Katie Hazlett Schmidt 
Catherine Stetson
Ann Tickner
Judy Waxman, Esq.  
	 & Jim Weill, Esq.
Retha Wellons, Ph.D.
Nancy Withbroe  
	 & Paul Smolinsky

SPONSORS
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Leila Abolfazli 
Sania Ali 
May Amoyaw 
Ma’ayan Anafi 
Michelle Banker 
Shana Bartley 
Sabrina Bernadel 
Jennifer Bixler 
Anna Black 
Gretchen Borchelt 
Melissa Boteach 
Gillian Branstetter 
Kirstin Brockenborough 
LySaundra Campbell 
Linda Chamberlain-Diala 
Sunu Chandy 
Caroline Charendoff 
Neena Chaudhry 
Mahzarine Chinoy 
Anna Chu 
Tanya Clarke 
Daris Coleman 
Maggie Crutchfield 
Rachel Easter 
Awo Eni 
Claire Ewing-Nelson 
Olympia Feil 
Amanda Fins 
Mara Gandal-Powers
Megan Gonyea 
Lauren Gorodetsky 
Fatima Goss Graves

Sarah Hassmer 
Christopher Hatty 
Stephanie Hernandez 
Sarah David Heydemann
Uma Iyer 
AJ Jacob 
Serena Jarwala 
Andrea Johnson 
Theresa Lau 
Noel León 
Leila Levi 
Lark Lewis 
Danielle Abrams Lloyd 
Erin Longbottom 
Desireé Luckey 
Virginia March 
Emily Martin 
Dorianne Mason 
Amy Matsui 
Lakisha Matthews 
Pamela McKee 
Kat Menefee 
Cassandra Mensah 
Jodi Michael 
Kyra Miller 
Estelle Mitchell 
Jennifer Mondino 
Marissa Moore 
Kimberly Nakashima 
Laura Narefsky 
Adaku Onyeka-Crawford
Maria Ortiz Pineda

Marlan Overton 
Caitlin Panarella 
Shiwali Patel 
Maria Patrick 
Giselle Pole 
Maya Raghu 
Diana Ramirez 
Halim Farouk Rizk 
Anna Rodriguez 
Renee Scarlet 
Karen Schulman 
Sky Sealey 
Heather Shumaker 
Jenalyn Sotto 
Beth Stover 
Moira Tan 
Elizabeth Tang 
Sharyn Tejani 
Molly Tilghman 
Joshua Tobing 
Selina Tran 
Jasmine Tucker 
Julie Vogtman 
Priya Walia 
Arvia Walker 
Lauren Wallace 
Jackii Wang 
Catherine White 
Elena Wirth 
Nancy Withbroe 
Patrice Witherspoon 
Hilary Woodward 

The National Women’s Law Center fights for gender justice—in the courts,  
in public policy, and in our society—working across the issues that are central  
to the lives of women and girls. 

We use the law in all its forms to change culture and drive solutions to the gender 
inequity that shapes our society and to break down the barriers that harm all of us  
—especially women of color, LGBTQ people, and low-income women and families. 

For more than 45 years, we have been on the leading edge of every major legal  
and policy victory for women, and we need you with us to continue this fight.

STAFF
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  WITH
APPRECIATION

The victories won on behalf of women and their families  
during 2020 would not have been possible without the  
volunteer assistance that many organizations and individuals  
generously provided to the Law Center. In the past year,  
organizations and individuals providing pro bono support  
included: 

IN-KIND 
Hannah Bernard, Evan Freeman, Jenna Gallagher, Madison  
Glennie, Michalette Haywood, Lauren Hoffman, Margaux  
Johnson-Green, Kathryn Menefee, Kimia Nikseresht, Anna  
Rodriguez, Elizabeth Skerry, Jamie Watson, Bridget Winkler,  
Julie Zuckerbrod

PRO BONO 
Arent Fox; Arnold & Porter Kaye Scholer; BakerHostetler; Boies, Schiller, 
Flexner; Buckley Sandler; Cohen & Gresser; Covington & Burling; Crowell  
& Moring; Debevoise & Plimpton; Dechert; Dentons; DLA Piper; Fried, Frank, 
Harris, Shriver & Jacobson; Goodwin Procter; Greater Human Capital; Hogan 
Lovells; Holland & Knight; Holwell Shuster & Goldberg; Jenner & Block; 
Kirkland & Ellis; Levy Vinick Burrell Hyams; Lieff Cabraser Heimann & Bernstein; 
Lowenstein Sandler; Mayer Brown; McDermott, Will & Emery; Morrison & 
Foerster; Outten & Golden; Paley Rothman; Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman; 
Sidley Austin; Simpson Thacher & Bartlett; Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher  
& Flom; Smolinsky ADR; Squire Patton Boggs; Stinson Leonard Street;  
Stroock & Stroock & Lavan; Trister Ross Schadler & Gold 

FELLOWSHIPS 
Equal Justice Works; Women’s Law and Public Policy Program, Georgetown 
University Law Center; American University Washington College of Law; 
Deborah Slaner Larkin & the MARGARET Fund; NYU School of Law;  
Justice Catalyst
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Congratulations
We are delighted to support the 
National Women’s Law Center  
and salute it for supporting  
the future of women.  
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pepsico.com/purpose

PepsiCo is proud to be part of the National Women’s Law Center’s Annual Gala,
and support its efforts to protect and promote equality and opportunity for women and families.

EMPOWER
WOMEN
POWER
ECONOMIES

PepsiCo Larry D. Thompson Fellowship Program















We Proudly Support the

National Women’s  
Law Center 
2020 Virtual Gala

N E W  Y O R K       B E I J I N G       H O N G  K O N G       H O U S T O N       L O N D O N       L O S  A N G E L E S 

PA L O  A LT O        S Ã O  PAU L O        T O K Y O        WA S H I N G T O N ,  D. C .



Skadden is proud  
to support the National 
Women’s Law Center  
in its work to promote 
equality and opportunity 
for women and girls.
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Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher 
& Flom LLP and Affiliates



NEW YORK | LONDON | WASHINGTON, D.C.  

CAHILL.COM

Cahill is proud to sponsor the  

National Women’s Law Center’s 
Virtual Gala 

We applaud their mission and extraordinary efforts 
in seeking gender justice. 

Citi Private Bank is a business of Citigroup Inc. (“Citigroup”), which provides its clients access to a broad array of 
products and services available through bank and non-bank affiliates of Citigroup. Not all products and services are 
provided by all affiliates or are available at all locations. Citi, Citi and Arc Design and other marks used herein are 
service marks of Citigroup Inc. or its affiliates, used and registered throughout the world.

© 2020 Citigroup Inc. All Rights Reserved. Citibank, N.A. Member FDIC

CITI PRIVATE BANK  
IS PROUD TO SUPPORT 

National Women’s Law Center 

To engage in a dialogue, please contact:
Ricardo Yepes, Director & Team Lead, ricardo.yepes@citi.com 
Akiko Yamahara, General Counsel, akiko.yamahara@citi.com  
or visit citiprivatebank.com for more information.



Health and heart;  
it’s who we are.
CVS Health® is passionate about helping people on their path to better health.  
However, we know that transforming the health care experience cannot be done 
without the efforts of many.

As proponents for gender diversity in the workforce and advocates  
in women’s health, we are proud to support the inspiring efforts of  
the National Women’s Law Center.

Duane Morris manages its diversity and inclusion 
program with the objective of utilizing the best talent 

worldwide in solving legal problems. The firm recruits a 
diverse pool of lawyers that collectively possess an 

awareness of cutting-edge 21st century issues—legal, 
social and economic—for which clients require solutions.

The Duane Morris Women’s Impact Network for Success 
is devoted to the success of our women attorneys. 

Through various programs, we exchange ideas, foster 
and expand business contacts and opportunities, and 

enhance attorney development to fully realize the 
talent, knowledge and potential of our women attorneys.

For more information, please contact: 

SANDRA JESKIE 
Partner and Duane Morris WINS Chair 

jeskie@duanemorris.com

JOSEPH WEST 
Trial Partner and Chief Diversity and Inclusion Officer 

jkwest@duanemorris.com

www.duanemorris.com

Duane Morris proudly supports 

THE NATIONAL WOMEN’S 
LAW CENTER 

and its Virtual Gala.

Duane Morris LLP – A Delaware limited liability partnership



G E  I S  P R O U D  T O  S P O N S O R

The National Women’s Law Center 
Annual Gala







McKesson is proud 
to support the 
empowerment of 
women and the 
work of the National 
Women’s Law Center.

www.mckesson.com

We are proud to support the  
National Women’s Law Center’s 
2020 Virtual Gala. 
Shearman & Sterling is committed to 
advancing the success of women and 
diverse leaders.



11 Dupont Circle, Suite 800
Washington, DC 20036
202.588.5180  |  fax 202.588.5185
www.nwlc.org

              facebook.com/nwlc          @nwlc

             @nationalwomenslawcenter


