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The Senate Should be Working on 
COVID-19 Relief, not the Supreme 
Court

The Administration is refusing to work on relief for Americans who are facing hunger, record 
unemployment, and evictions so that it can push through Judge Barrett’s nomination in the middle of an 
election and a pandemic. The Senate must stop this sham nomination process and focus on the relief and 
care the country needs. 

•	 Women are the majority of workers risking their lives to provide health care, child care, and other 
essential services while simultaneously being overrepresented in many of the occupations feeling the 
brunt of COVID-19 related job losses.1

•	 With schools and childcare centers closed, women have to be caregivers and school teachers, which 
makes it impossible for them to also be breadwinners.2  Eighty percent of the 1.1 million workers who 
stopped working or looking for work last month were women: that is over 800,000 women leaving 
the workforce in September alone.3 

•	 The weekend Justice Ginsburg died, the United States recorded 200,000 deaths from COVID-19; we 
are now at over 210,000.

•	 Tens of thousands of Black, Latinx, and Native American people have died from COVID-19;4 Black, 
Latinx, and Native American people are more likely than white people to be infected with, be 
hospitalized for, and die from COVID-19.5
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•	 COVID-19 has wreaked havoc on the economy. Unemployment is at a historically high level. Millions of jobs have been lost 
in recent months with many permanently lost and others at risk if coronavirus cases surge and states are forced to shut 
back down. Women – especially Black women and Latinas – are struggling to make ends meet.

	 o Women have disproportionality suffered pandemic-related job losses; since February 2020 women have lost 		
	 over 5.8 million net jobs, accounting for 53.9% of the overall net job loss since the start of the crisis.6 

	 o One in nine Black women and Latinas remain unemployed.7

	 o Based on data collected in July, more than 1 in 5 Black women (21.5%) and Latinas (21.1%) reported not having 		
	 enough food in the past week.8

	 o Based on data collected in July, more than 2 in 5 Black women (40.8%) and Latinas (44.6%) reported facing 		
	 housing insecurity.9

•	 Instead of engaging in a partisan fight over a Supreme Court nomination even as people are already voting, the Senate 
should be focused on helping Americans by:

	 o passing the updated HEROES Act, which provides direct payments to individuals most harmed from this crisis, 	
	 stops evections for 12 months, and provides needed funds for child care, rental assistance, and increased SNAP 	
	 benefits;

	 o reinstating and extending the $600 in unemployment insurance that expired at the end of July;

	 o offering robust and flexible aid to stabilize state and local governments on the frontlines of this crisis;

	 o ensuring a critically needed increase in federal funds to support state Medicaid programs; and

	 o providing at least $50 billion in relief funding to stabilize the child care sector.
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