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1
Three online Remesh groups – December 10th and 11th, 2018
• Democrats, mix of race
• Democrats of color
• Republicans

2
National survey of n = 2,000 registered voters nationwide, including:
• n = 400 Black voters
• n = 400 Latinx voters
• n = 400 AAPI voters

Conducted using YouGov January 4 – 10, 2019.

Methods.
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Mood of the country

2

Views toward women, equality, #MeToo

3

Priorities for the new Congress on protecting reproductive rights, 
preventing sexual harassment and assault, and improving 
economic opportunities for women and families

4

Views toward specific policies

5

Insights into the underlying values that connect the issues 

We’ll go through…
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1
Mood of the country. 

"All in all, are you satisfied or dissatisfied with the way 
things are going in this country today?"

70%
Dissatisfied

Republicans: 47%
Democrats: 90%

26%
Satisfied

Republicans: 47%
Democrats: 8%

Pew Research Center. Jan. 9-14, 2019. N=1,505 adults nationwide

4



2
Views toward women, 
equality, #MeToo.

75%
Of voters think sexism is a big 
or somewhat of a problem. 
PerryUndem survey 12/18

8 in 10
Voters say men have more 
positions of power in our society 
than women. PerryUndem survey 
12/18

72%
Of voters say it is important that 
Congress work on promoting 
gender equality.  
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Effects of #MeToo.
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Effects of the 
Kavanaugh hearings + 
nomination.

• Large shares of electorate thought about gender disparities in positions of 
power. 

• Kavanaugh events sent Republican men backwards. 
• Others moved forward, including Republican women. 
• Majority of voters thinks Kavanaugh lied. Favorables are low.
• Margin believing Ford is now bigger.  
• #MeToo seems largely intact, with the exception of Republican men.
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Voters want Congress to protect core women’s issues.

Protecting reproductive rights
Preventing sexual harassment and assault
Improving economic opportunities for women and families
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3
Issue priorities for 
Congress.
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Voters want Congress to protect 
reproductive rights. 

Majorities of voters support reproductive rights 
and want Congress to work on protecting those 

rights.

Most likely to say extremely/very important:
Democrat voters (76%)

Black women voters (70%)
Latina women voters (61%) 

As you may know, Congress will start a new legislative session in January. In your 
own view, how important is it that the next Congress work on protecting 

reproductive rights?

% Important (extremely, very, or somewhat)
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Seven in ten do not want Roe v. Wade overturned.
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Improving economic opportunities for 
women is an important legislative 

priorities.

As you may know, Congress will start a new legislative session in January. 
In your own view, how important is it that the next Congress work on improving 

economic opportunities for women?

% Extremely or very important
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Voters also prioritize preventing 
sexual harassment and assault.

As you may know, Congress will start a new legislative session in January. 
In your own view, how important is it that the next Congress work on preventing 

sexual harassment and assault?

% Extremely or very important
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4
Views toward 
specific policies. 

Specific policy proposals that promote women's rights in these 
three areas receive broad, widespread support.

Wide majorities support a range of specific measures tackling 
women’s equality. Policy ideas around economic security, sexual 
harassment and assault, and reproductive rights all receive broad 
support transcending gender, party and racial lines, with the 
strongest support coming from Democrats and voters of color.
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56

60

51

56

51

60

Specific proposals that promote women’s equality receive broad, widespread support.

48

% Strongly support

58

Thinking about the next Congress, would you support or 
oppose Congress working to...

% Support% Oppose



16

43

48

49

45

% Strongly support

46

% Support% Oppose
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% Strongly or somewhat support

Majorities across race / ethnicity support policies.
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Suburban women and independent women also support policies.

% Strongly or somewhat support
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Majorities across geographic areas express support for policies.

% Strongly or somewhat support
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Majorities across party lines express support for every policy we tested.

% Strongly or somewhat support
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5
Insights into values 
and messaging. 

Values such as equality, rights, and respect offer a shared 
framework to advocate for gender equality issues.

We also examined what values people associate with the three areas 
of reproductive rights, sexual harassment, and economic 
opportunity. 

We found “rights” and “equality” to be common associations, while 
other values – like “safety,” “respect,” and “dignity” also come to 
mind.
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Protecting reproductive rights 
and access to care

Preventing sexual harassment 
and assault

Improving economic 
opportunities for women

Top values by issue area.

Now you’ll see some words people have used to describe some of the issues we’ve discussed. For each of 
the following issues, please tell me what each is about for you personally? 

Women of color also connect the issue to 
respect. Democrats and Black voters are 

more likely than others to link 
reproductive rights to equality. 

Women are more likely than men to 
connect the issue to safety. 

Voters of color are more likely than white voters 
to connect the issue to rights. 
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When you think of America, what are these three issues* really 
about? (Choose up to 3.) RANDOMIZE

* Now, thinking about these three issues together…
• Protecting reproductive rights and access to care

• Preventing sexual harassment and assault
• Improving economic opportunities for women 

Overall, the connective 
threads on political values 
are equality and rights, 
followed by respect and 
freedom. 

Voters of color are more likely than white voters to connect all three issues to rights. 
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A narrative around core 
values tests well.

"Our country is based on ideas of equality, freedom, individual rights, and 
opportunity. These are our basic principles and what set us apart.

When our rights to control our own bodies and lives are restricted, we lose 
what makes our country special. When some people have freedom and 
opportunity and others do not, our society becomes even more divided.

We pride ourselves on equal rights, freedom, and opportunity and it’s time to 
back it up. That means equal rights for women under the law. It means each 
of us has the freedom to make our own decisions, including on abortion. It 
means being safe in our own bodies and free from harassment and violence. It 
means equal opportunities to be economically secure and live a good, quality 
life.

When women have full equality, we can provide for our families with dignity 
and give our children a better chance to succeed. Equality means safer 
workplaces and schools, healthier families, stronger communities, and a 
better economy. By joining together to work toward full equality, we all 
benefit and can strive toward a more peaceful and prosperous society.”

Note: Respondents were asked to highlight any phrases they strongly agree with. The 
highlighted phrases above stand out most. 
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Overall, do you agree or disagree 

with this statement?

70% agree

Seven in ten agree with the narrative. 

Voters of color and Democrats are most likely to agree.
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How would voters feel if their state 
or federal lawmaker made this 
statement?

Aside from self-identified Republicans, voters 
across segments are more likely to support than 
oppose a lawmaker making this statement. One-
third of Republicans say they would be more likely 
to support their lawmaker making this statement. 

Let’s say this statement came from your state or federal lawmaker. 
Would you be more or less likely to support him or her, or would it 

not make a difference?



Voters want Congress to protect core women’s issues:

• More than seven in ten support the Supreme Court’s Roe 
v. Wade ruling - and want Congress to work on 
protecting reproductive rights.

• Voters support strengthening economic opportunities for 
women.

• Voters also prioritize preventing sexual harassment and 
assault.

Conclusions. 

Specific policy proposals that would protect women’s 
reproductive rights, improve economic opportunities for 
women, and prevent sexual harassment and assault are widely 
popular, further solidifying bipartisan support for proactive 
legislative action.

We examined the interconnectivity among the issues and found 
that voters are most likely to associate the value of “equality” 
with the women’s issues examined here (protecting 
reproductive rights and access to care, improving economic 
opportunity for women, and preventing sexual harassment and 
assault).  “Rights, “respect” and “dignity” are also salient values 
across these issues.  


