
 

 

 
Child Care Assistance Policies in States Receiving Early Learning Challenge Grants   
(Policies as of February 2011, unless otherwise noted)      
 
Income eligibility, waiting lists, and copayments 

State 

Income eligibility 
limit for a family 

of three to 
qualify for child 
care assistance Waiting list 

Parent copayments for a family of three 
with one child in care and an income at…. 

150% of poverty 100% of poverty 

As a 
dollar 

amount 

As a 
percent 

of 
income 

As a 
dollar 

amount 

As a 
percent 

of 
income 

California $45,228 187,516 children $87 4% $0 0% 
Delaware $36,624 No waiting list $220 9% $100 7% 
Maryland $29,990 2,854 children $313 13% $200 13% 
Massachusetts $41,396 19,451 children $195 8% $141 9% 
Minnesota $34,348 4,572 families $76 3% $43 3% 
North Carolina $37,476 46,749 children $232 10% $154 10% 
Ohio $27,468 No waiting list $207 9% $112 7% 
Rhode Island $32,958 No waiting list $185 8% $31 2% 
Washington $32,424 3,455 families $146 6% $50 3% 

 
 
Reimbursement rates compared to the 75th percentile 

State 
State reimbursement rates compared to 

market rates 

Year 
reimbursement 

rates last 
updated 

California 85th percentile of 2005 rates 2006 
Delaware 52%-75% of the 75th percentile of 2009 rates 2006 
Maryland 51st percentile of 2005 rates 2010 
Massachusetts 3rd-43rd percentile of 2011 rates 2009 
Minnesota 30th-41st percentile of 2010 rates 2006 
North Carolina Below the 75th percentile of 2007 rates 2007 
Ohio 35th percentile of 2008 rates 2009 
Rhode Island 75th percentile of 2002/2004 rates 2008 
Washington 10th-84th percentile of 2010 rates 2008 
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Reimbursement rates for center care for a four-year-old 

State City/county/region  

Monthly state 
reimbursement 
rate (for most 
common level) 

75th 
percentile 
of current 

market 
rates 

Difference 
between 
state rate 
and 75th 
percentile 

Percentage 
difference 
between 
state rate 
and 75th 
percentile 

California Los Angeles County $744 $787 -$44 -6% 
Delaware New Castle County $478 $782 -$304 -39% 
Maryland Region W $532 $780 -$247 -32% 
Massachusetts Metro Boston Region $795 $1,299 -$504 -39% 
Minnesota Hennepin County $859 $1,052 -$193 -18% 
North Carolina Mecklenburg County $702 $853 -$151 -18% 
Ohio Cuyahoga County $603 $766 -$163 -21% 
Rhode Island Statewide $680 $862 -$182 -21% 
Washington King County (Region 4) $673 $1,053 -$380 -36% 

 
 
Reimbursement rates for center care for a one-year-old 

State City/county/region  

Monthly state 
reimbursement 
rate (for most 
common level) 

75th 
percentile 
of current 

market 
rates 

Difference 
between 
state rate 
and 75th 
percentile 

Percentage 
difference 
between 
state rate 
and 75th 
percentile 

California Los Angeles County $1,029 $1,228 -$199 -16% 
Delaware New Castle County $539 $888 -$349 -39% 
Maryland Region W $844 $1,084 -$240 -22% 
Massachusetts Metro Boston Region $1,181 $1,710 -$529 -31% 
Minnesota Hennepin County $1,154 $1,403 -$249 -18% 
North Carolina Mecklenburg County $737 $988 -$251 -25% 
Ohio Cuyahoga County $746 $949 -$203 -21% 
Rhode Island Statewide $814 $989 -$175 -18% 
Washington King County (Region 4) $802 $1,255 -$452 -36% 
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Higher reimbursement rates for higher-quality care 

State City/county/region  

  
Number of 
tier levels 
(including 
base rate) 

Reimbursement 
rate for center 
care for a four-

year-old at 
highest tier 

Percentage 
difference 

between rate for 
center care for a 
four-year-old at 
highest tier and 
75th percentile  

California No tiered rates 
Delaware No tiered rates 
Maryland Region W 4 $671 -14% 
Massachusetts No tiered rates 
Minnesota Hennepin County 2 $988 -6% 
North Carolina Mecklenburg County 5 $702 -18% 
Ohio Cuyahoga County 4 $693 -9% 
Rhode Island No tiered rates 
Washington No tiered rates 

 
 
Child care assistance while parents search for a job 

 
Parents receiving child care assistance 

when they lose a job  
Parents applying for child care 

assistance while searching for a job  
 

State 
Can they continue 

receiving assistance? 
For how much 

time? 
Can they qualify 
for assistance? 

For how much 
time? 

California Yes 60 days Yes 60 days 
Delaware Yes 3 months No N/A 
Maryland Yes 30 days No N/A 
Massachusetts Yes 8 weeks Yes 8 weeks 
Minnesota Yes 240 hours Yes 240 hours 
North Carolina Yes 30 days No N/A 
Ohio Yes 30 days No N/A 
Rhode Island Yes 21 days No N/A 
Washington Yes 56 days No N/A 
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Source: Karen Schulman and Helen Blank, State Child Care Assistance Policies 2011: Reduced Support for 
Families in Challenging Times (Washington, DC: National Women’s Law Center, 2011).  
       
Notes 
      
Calculations were made using raw data, rather than the rounded numbers shown in the table.  
     
The income eligibility limits shown in the table represent the maximum income families can have when they apply 
for child care assistance. Some states allow families, once receiving assistance, to continue receiving assistance up 
to a higher income level than that initial limit. These higher exit eligibility limits are reported below for states that 
have them. 
 
For a family of three, an income at 100 percent of poverty was equal to $18,530 a year and an income at 150 
percent of poverty was equal to $27,795 a year in 2011. 
 
For states calculating their copayments as a percentage of the cost of care, it is assumed that the family purchased 
care at the state’s maximum reimbursement rate for licensed, non-accredited center care for a four-year-old.  
 
Monthly copayments and rates were calculated from hourly, daily, and weekly copayments and rates assuming the 
child was in care 9 hours a day, 5 days a week, 4.33 weeks a month. 
 
The policies shown in the table on providing child care assistance during job search are those that apply to families 
not receiving TANF; policies may differ for families receiving TANF. 
       
       
California       
Income eligibility limits: As of July 2011, the income limit was reduced to $42,216.  Also note that two pilot 
counties (San Mateo and San Francisco) allowed families already receiving assistance to continue to receive it up 
to an income of $54,096 in 2011. 
Waiting list: The waiting list total in the table is from June 2011.    
Job search: Parents can receive child care assistance while searching for a job for up to 60 working days during the 
contract period; child care assistance is provided for no more than 5 days per week and less than 30 hours per 
week. 
       
Maryland       
Waiting list: The state started its waiting list as of February 28, 2011.  The list reached the number shown in the 
table shortly afterwards, and has continued to grow since that time. 
Reimbursement rates: Region W includes Anne Arundel, Calvert, Carroll, Charles, and Prince George’s Counties. 
       
Massachusetts       
Income eligibility: In February 2011, families already receiving assistance could continue doing so until their 
income reached $70,372. Also note that, for special needs care, the income limit to qualify for assistance was 
$70,372 in February 2011, and the exit eligibility limit was $82,791. As of July 2011, for standard care, the income 
limit to qualify for assistance was increased to $42,025, and the exit eligibility limit was increased to $71,441 to 
adjust for the updated state median income estimate. 
Job search: Parents receiving child care assistance can continue to receive it while searching for a job for an 
additional 4 weeks (on top of the initial 8 weeks allowed) within a 52-week period if they were laid off or there 
were other extraordinary circumstances. 
       
Minnesota       
Income eligibility: Families already receiving assistance could continue doing so until their income reached 
$48,964. 
Waiting list: The waiting list total in the table is from March 2011.    
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North Carolina       
Income eligibility: As of August 2011, the income limit was increased to $42,816 to adjust for the 2011 state 
median income estimate. 
Job search: Parents receiving child care assistance can request a 30-day extension, in addition to the initial 30 days 
they are allowed to continue receiving assistance while searching for a job. 
       
Ohio       
Income eligibility: In February 2011, families already receiving assistance could continue doing so until their 
income reached $36,620. As of July 2011, the income limit for a family of three to qualify for assistance was 
reduced to $23,172. After the initial eligibility limit was lowered, families already receiving assistance could still 
continue to receive it up to the higher exit eligibility limit, which was increased to $37,080 to adjust for the 2011 
federal poverty level. 
Reimbursement rates: The state reduced its reimbursement rates from the 35th percentile to the 26th percentile of 
2008 market rates as of July 31, 2011. 
Job search: Parents receiving child care assistance can continue to receive it while searching for a job for up to 30 
days if they are scheduled to return to work, school, or training within that timeframe. 
       
Rhode Island       
Income eligibility: As of April 2011, the income limit was increased to $33,354 to adjust for the 2011 federal 
poverty level. 
Job search: Parents receiving child care assistance can continue to receive it for up to 21 consecutive days from 
the beginning of a period of temporary unemployment resulting from a job loss or transition between jobs. 
       
Washington       
Waiting list: The state implemented the waiting list on March 1, 2011. The waiting list total in the table is from 
May 2011. 
Job search: Parents receiving child care assistance can continue to receive it while searching for a job for a period 
of up to 28 days twice per year or a period of up to 56 days once per year. 

 


