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Developing America’s Potential: An Agenda for Affordable, High-Quality Child Care
Facts on Enhancing the Supply and Quality of Care for Infants and Toddlers

The first three years of life are a vitally important stage in children’s development.1 Yet high-
quality care that supports the growth and learning of infants and toddlers is in particularly short
supply. While nurturing, supportive child care is difficult to find and difficult to afford in
general, these challenges are especially acute for families with very young children. The Agenda
places a special focus on increasing the supply and quality of infant and toddler care through
direct grants for high-quality programs as well as support for specialists and organizations to
help providers enhance the quality of care. By supporting high-quality care for infants and
toddlers, we enable parents of young children to have the peace of mind they need to be
productive at work and enable young children to get the strong start they need to reach their full
potential.

Infant and Toddler Care Is a Necessity for Many Families
 Nearly three out of five (59 percent) of women with children under age three are in the labor

force.2

 Approximately 5.7 million children under age three are in child care on a regular basis.3

 Mothers with reliable child care for their young children are significantly more likely to stay
on the job than those without regular child care.4

Infant and Toddler Care Must Become More Affordable and Accessible
 The supply of infant care is limited. For example, 41 percent of requests for child care

referrals made to California’s resource and referral agencies are from families looking for
care for infants and toddlers, but only 5 percent of child care slots in licensed child care
centers are for infants and toddlers.5 Infant care is particularly scarce in economically
disadvantaged communities.6

 The average cost of infant care ranges from approximately $3,600 to $15,900 a year,
depending on where a family lives and the type of care.7 These costs can be a burden to
young families who have not had time or resources to accumulate savings.

Infant and Toddler Care Should Be Improved
 Many child care programs fail to provide the high-quality care infants and toddlers need. In

one four-state study, only 8 percent of centers providing care for infants and toddlers were
rated as good using the Infant-Toddler Environmental Rating Scale (ITERS).8

 One study found that 65 percent of providers and caregivers of infants lacked specialized
training in child development or infant care, and nearly half had only a high school diploma
or less education.9

 Strategies to improve the quality of infant and toddler care through training, support from
infant-toddler specialists, and other targeted efforts have improved the overall quality of care
for infants and toddlers, and improved specific areas such as interactions between child care
providers and children in their care.10
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 A recent study of the Early Head Start program, which provides comprehensive early care
and education for infants and toddlers, found that three-year-old Early Head Start children
performed significantly better on cognitive, language, and social/emotional measures than
children randomly assigned to a control group.11

Developing America’s Potential: An Agenda for Affordable, High-Quality Child Care Includes
Provisions to:
 Provide grants for high-quality, comprehensive programs serving infants and toddlers.
 Provide grants for organizations that operate networks for family child care providers and

that assist other infant and toddler providers in their communities.
 Support a statewide network of specialists who offer training and consultation on high-

quality infant and toddler care.
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