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EXPANDING THE POSSIBILITIES

Building Support for Child Care

The Obama Administration’s strong interest in early learning presents an extraordinary
opportunity to make the case that children in high-quality child care devel op the skills they need
to succeed in school. And right now, as the public’s attention is focused on the country’s
economic challenges, it is critical that leaders understand that child care is aimportant
community infrastructure that is key to supporting economic recovery.

We have the power to make real progress right now — but only if we speak up and ask othersto
do the same. Here's how we move forward:

Sign On

e Have you signed on to support the Agenda? Voice your support of the high-quality
affordable child care by signing on (as an individual or as an organizational supporter).
Y ou can aso find out which organizations in your community are already supporting the
agenda.

e Urge community organizations and their members to sign on in support of the agenda and
participate in efforts to support high-quality affordable child care.

Speak Up!

e Shareastory about your positive experiences with child care. Stories from parents and
organizations can help lawmakers understand why it’s so vital that they commit to
making progress on this key issue.

e Writealetter to the editor or op-ed on child care. To get started, you can |ook at some
past |etters to the editor written using our talking points. Contact your local mediaand let
them know about the important role child care plays in your community.

e Blog! And post comments on blogs you read. Visit womenstake.org for NWLC's latest
blog posts on child care for inspiration. Also, here are afew national blogs whose
readers might be interested in hearing from you about child care:

Daily Kos
Feministing
Momma Politico
MomsRising
Moms Speak up
Morning Side Mom
The Motherhood
Politics for Moms
Pundit Mom
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With the law on your side, great things are possible.
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http://action.nwlc.org/site/Survey?SURVEY_ID=4160&ACTION_REQUIRED=URI_ACTION_USER_REQUESTS
http://action.nwlc.org/site/Survey?ACTION_REQUIRED=URI_ACTION_USER_REQUESTS&SURVEY_ID=6760
http://www.nwlc.org/pdf/LettersToTheEditorExamples.pdf
http://www.nwlc.org/pdf/LettersToTheEditorExamples.pdf
http://womens.org/
http://www.dailykos.com/
http://www.feministing.com/
http://www.mommapolitico.blogspot.com/
http://www.momsrising.org/
http://momsspeakup.com/
http://www.morningsidemom.com/
http://www.themotherhood.com/
http://www.politics4moms.blogspot.com/
http://punditmom1.blogspot.com/

e Insert child careinto state and local dialogues about education and the economy. Ask
to speak at relevant meetings about the role of child care in your community and
state.

Educate Our L eadersand Pursue L egislative Change

e Organizeavisit for state and local officialsto local programs to see first-hand the
impact of high-quality child care on the lives of children, families, and your
community.

e Arrange meetings with local, state, and federal lawmakers to discuss the role of child
care and in your state and community.

o Provide officias with first-hand accounts from adults and children in the state
who will benefit from implementing the agenda.

0 Show them alist of local community leaders and national organizations that
have signed on in support of the agenda.

0 Write up and share brief, informative, and moving stories of families without
access to quality child care.

e Explore opportunities for increased investments and improved policies at the state
and local level to support a vibrant child care system. The agenda provides detailed
strategies for child care reform.

11 Dupont Circle m Suite 800 m Washington, DC 20036 = 202.588.5180 m 202.588.5185 Fax = www.nwlc.org

2



