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Pregnant and Parenting Student Provisions of the 

Strengthening America’s Schools Act of 2013 (S. 1094) 
 

June 10, 2013 

 

The Honorable Tom Harkin   The Honorable Barbara Mikulski 

United States Senate    United States Senate 

Washington DC 20510   Washington DC 20510 

 

The Honorable Patty Murray   The Honorable Bernard Sanders 

United States Senate    United States Senate 

Washington DC 20510   Washington DC 20510 

 

The Honorable Robert Casey   The Honorable Kay Hagan 

United States Senate    United States Senate 

Washington DC 20510   Washington DC 20510 

 

The Honorable Al Franken   The Honorable Michael Bennet 

United States Senate    United States Senate 

Washington DC 20510   Washington DC 20510 

 

The Honorable Sheldon Whitehouse  The Honorable Tammy Baldwin 

United States Senate    United States Senate 

Washington DC 20510   Washington DC 20510 

 

The Honorable Christopher Murphy  The Honorable Elizabeth Warren 

United States Senate    United States Senate 

Washington DC 20510   Washington DC 20510 

 

Dear Senators: 

 

The undersigned organizations, which share an interest in and commitment to equity in 

education, the college and career readiness of youth, and the health and well-being of 

children and families, offer our wholehearted support for the pregnant and parenting 

student (PPS) provisions within the Strengthening America's Schools Act (SASA, S. 

1094), which you introduced and co-sponsored on June 4, 2013.  

 

At present, federal elementary and secondary education law fails to address the unique 

education needs of middle school and high school students who are pregnant or 

parenting, who number in the hundreds of thousands annually. This absence of national 

recognition and response is disappointing, given the well-known pattern  of poor 

academic achievement, low graduation rates, and economic disadvantage among students 

expecting or caring for children in all states across the nation. 
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Thus we are heartened that SASA, which would reauthorize and amend the Elementary 

and Secondary Education Act (ESEA), proposes to reverse at last the educational neglect 

of pregnant and parenting students. SASA instructs State educational agencies (SEAs) 

and local educational agencies (LEAs) receiving ESEA Title I funds to develop plans for 

PPS to enroll, attend and succeed in school and to track and report non-personally 

identifiable data on enrollment, academic achievement, and graduation rates for this at-

risk subgroup of students. 

 

We assert that these provisions are reasonable expectations of public education 

authorities as a condition of receiving federal education funds, particularly in the context 

of legislation with a primary purpose of improving the achievement and graduation rates 

of at-risk students. Advance planning to assess and respond to issues is a routine first step 

in policymaking. Such planning is especially critical in a circumstance such as this, 

where too few states or local school districts have given full consideration to the unique 

challenges facing PPS students in their school communities.
1
  Further, we observe that 

nothing in the SASA PPS plan language dictates how SEAs or LEAs should individualize 

their educational systems for PPS, thereby preserving the appropriate balance of the 

federal government's right to place conditions on federal funds with flexibility for states 

and localities to organize and deliver those services that best fit their education systems 

and student populations.    

 

There is no question that the nation is and for quite some time has been experiencing a 

high school dropout crisis. Since PPS are among the subgroups of students most likely to 

leave school without a diploma, it makes sense for public education authorities                               

to develop and implement focused approaches to reaching, engaging, and supporting this 

student subgroup, and then to track their academic results to determine if the very 

policies and practices educators have put in place are working. We are confident that 

SEAs and LEAs have methods for collecting non-personally identifiable student 

information in a manner protective of student privacy, and could apply those same 

methods to the PPS subgroup.  Further, we fully expect that students would be identified 

as members of the PPS subgroup largely through self-reporting, just as other subgroups 

(e.g. race, ethnicity) for which disaggregated reporting currently occurs are identified, 

and just as single parent data is collected by education authorities pursuant to the Perkins 

Career and Technical Education Act. 

 

Finally, we would be remiss to overlook the secondary benefit of teen pregnancy 

reduction that could result from the implementation of SASA's PPS provisions.    

Research demonstrates both that the risk of dropout increases for parenting students who 

experience second or subsequent pregnancies and that parenting youths’ risks of 

subsequent pregnancies decrease as their engagement in school improves and their 

                                                 
1
  In fact, many schools and districts still discriminate against pregnant and parenting students and push them out of 

school, even though such conduct is illegal under Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, which prohibits 

sex discrimination in education programs or activities that receive federal funds.  See National Women’s Law 

Center, A Pregnancy Test for Schools: The Impact of Education Laws on Pregnant and Parenting Students , 2012, 

available at www.nwlc.org/pregnancytestforschools.  

http://www.nwlc.org/pregnancytestforschools
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education levels increase.  SASA's PPS provisions directly address the school completion 

challenges facing a sizeable subgroup of our national student population.    

 

We note that the PPS provisions of SASA are derived from the Pregnant and Parenting 

Students Access to Education Act (S. 870), legislation which enjoys the support of a 

cross-section of constituencies, including middle school and high school principals, 

teachers, school social workers, a broad range of civil rights organizations, advocates for 

women and girls, child and youth advocates, faith communities, and public health and 

reproductive health professional groups. (A copy of the letter of support for S. 870 is 

attached.)     

 

Senators, we applaud you for including provisions focused on the unique education needs 

of pregnant and parenting students in the Strengthening America's Schools Act of 2013.  

We encourage you to continue to shine a light on this overlooked, vulnerable subgroup 

and retain the PPS provisions in a final ESEA reauthorization measure. Further, we 

would oppose any effort or amendment to strike or weaken these provisions as the ESEA 

reauthorization legislation advances through Congress. 

 

Signed, 

 

9 to 5 

Abortion Care Network 

Advocates for Youth 

American Association of University Women (AAUW) 

American Civil Liberties Union 

American Public Health Association 

American Sexual Health Association 

Child Welfare League of America 

Feminist Majority Foundation 

First Focus Campaign for Children 

Gay, Lesbian & Straight Education Network 

Healthy Teen Network 

MALDEF 

NAACP Legal Defense and Educational Fund, Inc. 

National Association of Secondary School Principals 

National Conference of Puerto Rican Women, Inc. 

National Council of Jewish Women 

National Crittenton Foundation 

National Latina Institute for Reproductive Health 

National Partnership for Women & Families 

National Women's Law Center 

Planned Parenthood Federation of America 

Sexuality Information and Education Council of the U.S. (SIECUS) 

Sisters of Charity of Nazareth Central Leadership 

Smart Stop Learning Center Inc. 

School Social Work Association of America 
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Women’s Law Project 

Women’s Sports Foundation 


